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American “mbosoudor, WUT cen eennees Ny : 

Conntantinople. v N\ 


Tho Derartment desires you to prepare and for- 
wand hither a detatled roport relative to the employment / 
of foroigners by the Ottoman Government in Turkey, eare- 
ciully with reforence to thone who cre understood to he. 
eosisting in tho roorganization of the several executive. 
departments. 

At the same tino you 2ro requested to report 
whether in your opinion this policy of employing foreign 
advisers will mterially affect the political or conmer- 
ciol relations of ti.o Ottoman Empire with the countrice 
of whieh the -lions so omployed are citizens or subjects, 

I am, Eiy, 

Your obodiont sorvant, 


PO? “>. THox: 


| HUNTINGTON WILSON 


Mise. No.19%2, 8 ‘Sig 
AKERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
Beirut, Syria, January 24th, lglo. 


BE. F. Baldwin, %sq., Answered \ and to 
care of The Outlook, 
287 Fourth Ave., 


‘ ° : . 
New York City. ot, eet 
© BIL _2.- dd : 
Sir: 


Replying to your esteexed incuiry of the 3lst ult., I have 
the honor to state that. the couparative statistics subuitted by 
me in a recent consular report for the purpose of illustrating 
the "Progress in the Levant” (Daily Consular and Trade Reports 


No,3668, Dec.23, 1909), a copy of which is herewith enclosed, i 
ere reasonably true and correct to the best of my knowledge ana © 
belief. They were based in part on certain information contein- 
ed in a so-called "Levante-Handbuch" by Davis Trietch of perlin, 
1909. > 

As to the statexent that "within the memory of Auericans 
still living in Beirut, this city could not boast a single window 
pane", I would observe that Rev, Williem Bird, recently deceased, 
an American missionary who arrived in Beirut (as a boy) in yov- 
ember 1823, once told me that "Beirut at that tine was seid to 
constin not less than 5000 souls but not a pane of glass, save 


in 


= 


in the house of the English Consul". 

The "twenty-five years ago" nentioned in the last paragraph 
perhaps ought to read thirty or thirty-five years ago, but is 
not further frow the truth at any rete. 

| kiy aim was once more to invite the attention of capitalists 
and uanufacturers in Anerica to the wonderful revival in the year 
Kast which during the last 15 years has wrought significant 
changes in the intellectuel and economic conditions of the peoples 
of Turkey-in-Asia and on July 23, 1908, gave to Turkey its con- 
stitution insuring a freer and fuller development of the cowmtry's 
resources along modern lines. . 

In this connection, I would quote as follows frou my article 
on "The Ottoman Renaissance” which appeared in the March and April 
(1909) issues of Dun's International Review (New York) and to 
which your attention is respectfully called: 

"- - - - It will be an accelerated developuent and yet 
but a continuation of the advance noveuent which for years has 
been gathering momentum in Turkey, and especially in Turkey-in- 
Asia. The lieooa railroad, the electric street car service in | 
Damascus, the electric light plant in Medina, the automobile 
service between Damascus and Paluyra, the new carriage road 
between Aleppo and Bagdad, these and other public iuprovenents 
are unuistakable indications of an Ottonmn awakening which 414 
not cone into existence yesterday, nor even 365 days before 
yesterday." 


a 
I have been out here for 12 years excepting 1 1/2 years 


during which I served our Sovernnent as Consul in Dawson (incid- 
entally the uost northern consulate in the world), and I am deep- 
ly impressed with the present progressive nmovexent in vestern 
Asia to the success of which Americans are contributing at least 
their share. 

Ex-Vice President Fairbanks in a few rewarke nade at a re- 
cent reception in his honor at the American Consulate-General in 
Beirut stated that while other nations successfully compete with 
us along political and commercial lines, Anerica is doing nore 
for education abroad, in Asia and Africa especially, and for the 
uplifting of wankind than any other five countries under the stars. 
ir. Fairbanks is retruning fron s trip around the world, 

Here in Beirut we have the Syrian Protestant College, the 
greatest Auerican institution of learning outside of the tnited 
States. On the Bosphorus there is Robert College to which recent- 
ly 1.500.000 was bequested by an Aunerican philanthropist, 

However, this Ottoman rehabilitation already has been des- 
cribed (in my article above alluded to) and I shall refrain from 
uselesp repetitions. 

In his wessage to Congress of Dec. 7, 1909, President Taft 
said i.a.: 

"His kejesty Kohaued V, Sultan of Turkey, recently sent to 
this country a special embassy to announce his accession, the 
quick transition of the governuent of the Oftoman Eupire from one 

of 


sell is 
of retrograde tendencies to a constitutional governuent with a 
perlianent and with progressive modern policies of reform and 
public improvenxent is one of the inportant phenomena of our tizes, 
Constitutional governuent seems also to have made further advance 
in Persia. These events have turned the eyes of the world upon 

the Near Mast. In that quarter the prestige of the United ctates 
has spread widely through the peaceful influence of Awerican 
schools, universities and wissionaries. There is every reason 

why we should obtain a greater share of the commerce of the Near 
East since the conditions are more favorable now than ever before". 

A Near East Division has been created by Kr. Knox in the 
Departuent of State. 

The Outlook has many subscribers in Beirut and elsewhere in 
the Ottonuan dominions. They, besides thousands in other parts, 
undoubtedly would appreciate your doing justice to the present 
Reformation in Turkey and thus linking together wore closely the 
great trans-Atlantic Republic and rejuvenated Turkey now striving 
for emancipation from the lethargy of past centuries, 

Please tmnt my services at any tine. 

I an, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(signed) G. Bie Ravndal. 
Consul-General. 


Enclosure as above stated. 


P.S. Yesterday:_. 


P.S. Yesterday at golf I played with Dr. Walter Booth 
Adams, Professor of Medicine at the Syrian Protestant College, 
who spoke of having met you most agreeably, a couple of months 
ago, on a New York ferry boat. 


os 
providential occasion. ow: 


Young Turkey, strongly fanatic, has drowned us in blood; it » 
has openly taken under its protection the first inciters of the > 
massacres, and we can no longer have confidemaeiin the apthori 


&£ ~zowledged 
ties. More than ome Consul has ackmowledged that the recent’ 


horrors, worthy of the Hurons and the Iroquois, may begin over 


again in ten years. 


wdepe cee = 42-2 


(Bete)... 22s 
Two of your missionaries have fallen ull aine 


the Turks, well aware of whht they were anieg We ieoad that “™) 
free America, ignoring the cowardice or the misunderstandings of 
Europe, would avenge in an sxeaplacy manner, the blood of its 
countrymen and the homor of its umequaled prestige; the more so 


= 
as our constitutional government makes itself the Te of ~ 
r= 
the Sicilian Vespers, whose abettors it patronizes. This you = 3 
r=) 
have a very special right to do, for no other Power has had anys 


of its subjects murdered , nor does any possess such numerous es*. 


a nn a 


tablishments im Asia Minor, whose safety it wast protect. | 

The only worthy revenge and,above all efficacious, is the 
occupation of this provimce, the key of the whole Levant, where 
you have so many interests. Oould not America do this? I asked one 
of your consuls. Certainly yes, if she wanted to, he replied. All 
our people would rejoice at this and would become your ardent 
servants. 

If you are unwilling to take so salutary a measure, one which 
would assure life to all this poor country, at least steus our 
province under your control, or that of some other powers, in 
preference England after yours. Does not the blood of more than 
30/40.000 innocent victims deserve this grace? Your noble Nation, 
which helps all generous enterprises, which freed Guba, which 
protests in favor of the Russian Jews, which went to Algeria solely 
to protect the oppressed, can it be insensible to our ills alone, 


which it is , however so interested in preventing? 4 


2 
In default of this emancipation, I ask for some corner of 
your vast territories, with the advantages offered by Brazil, 
( but refused on account of the climate and of the little popu- 
larity of that country with our people) that is: free transporta’<- 
tion( or reimbursement later on) lands, fields,houses and all the 
mecessaries will be furnished to us and we will pay you for them 
im proportion to our harvests. Our properties here will remain 
at your disposition until advantageous purchasers are found. 
A second Lincoln, you will have saved Cilicia from slavery and 
death. 
Your grateful and devoted Servant in W.S. J.C. 
My address)le P. Flias F. Taubé 
Mersind,. January 31,1910. / 
(Pretre Catholique) 
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Sir: ee (Dater_. 224 ew 
The Department contemplates sending 3 vit Feiiet 
crew for the U.8.S. SCORPION by the U.S.S. NEW YORK, 
which letter vessel will shortly sail for the Asiatic a 
Station via the Mediterranean. It will be necessary for Y 
the SCORPION to meet the NEW YORK at Piraeus of some neigh- 
boring port during the first half of the month of Jue, and 
in the absence of objection from your Department, the Navy_ 
Department will issue the necessary instructions to the Cou 
manding Officer of that vessel to proceed from Constanti- ® 
nople to sueh port and return at the proper time. 
Paithfully yours, 


Puttle. 


The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


‘Gilid 


The Honorable 


~«— 


A true copy of 
the signed orig- 
inal. 
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Yo. 81 March 14, 1910, 
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The Honore bie 


Oncar ©, Straus, 


Wy 


Amorican Ambassodor, 


092 


Constantinople. 
Sif: 

Tho Department is advised by the Secretary of 
the Tavy that it will bo necessary for the SCORPION to 
so to the Pireeus, or some neighboring port, to meet the 
Nc? YORY during the early part of June for the purpose 
of taking on a rolief crew. The ScoRrION will then re- 
turn to Conetantinople. 

As there appears to be no objection to this 
course, the necessary orders will be issued by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy. 

Iam Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


P. C KNOX 


10044/285 


ao 


A true copy of 
the signed orig- 
inal, 


JO 


Maroh 14, 1910. 


Tho Honorable 
The Secrotary of the Ravy. 
sir 


I have the honor to aeknowledge the roceipt of 


80499 / 


your lotter of the Sth instant and to say that this De- 
partment sees no objection to the issuance of oréera for 
the U. S. S. SCORPION to meet the NEW YORK at Piraeus, of 
gome neighboring port, during the early part of June, for the 
the purpose of relioving the crew of the former vessel, 
wh¢ch will then retura to Constantinople. 

The Embasay ct Constantinople has been advised 
that euch orders will be issued by your Departmont, 

I heve the honor to bo, Sir, 


Your obodient servant, 


P C KNOX 
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BUREAU GP” ATIONS 2ARTMENT OF STATH, 
‘Rot in Gun Running in Persian Gulf. 
» MAR St 1910 Bagdad, WAKey, 1910 
PARES 2" STATE. | Feb 10yROhOE 


’ fhe last steamer to arrive from Bassorah brought news of 


ig 
DISTURBANCES IN MESOP Rn 


AR EASTERN AFFAIRS. 


renewed fighting among the Arabs on the East bank of . 
the Tigris, between Koot and Amarah. A Sheik nemed 
"Ragthbaan" ,at the head. of a band who for some weeks |' 
passed have been on the war-path along the Persian 

frontier,marched westward last week and arrived at a 


village east of Koot on the night of February 6, In 


the night several hundred Beni Lams,of near Amarah, 


who happened to be in the same vicinity as Ragthbaan, 

went out to meet him, They separated into two parties, 3 
the majority remaining behind; while the smaller de- i. 
Lacan’ went ahead to engage Ragthbaan's force, those e 
behind hastily dug shallow holes in the desert niaasull al 
lay down,their presence unknown to Ragthbaan, Then the ~ | 


small detachment that had gone ahead,feigning defeat, 

retreated hastily, Ragthbaan's force,in full pursuit, | 
came suddenly on the reinforcements of the Beni Lams, i 
hidden in the sandholes, A battle ensued,inwhich--says 
Arab reports--- 300 of Ragthbaan's force were slain, 
The invading force was thus driven back, Ragthbaan,it 
is said,had plans made for attacking the British ships 


@ Hav 
‘aad 


on the Tigris,as was done in March-April-May,1909, but 


viul, 


it is believed in Bagdad that this recent defeat at 
the hands of his Arab enemies will so far upset his 
plans that the steamers,for awhile at least,will not be 
interfered with, 

The Turkish government, it is said,will soon place 
@ small gunboat,armed with machine guns,on the lower 
Tigris,for patrolling the disturbed sections of the 


river, 


fe” ‘ye i 
LA Gun Running in the Persian Gulf. 


The British patrol boats, the "Lapwing" in 
particular,which are engaged in attempts to suppress 
gun running in the head waters of the Persian Gulf, 
have been very busy in the past few weeks, Several 
Captures of arms have been made,and the guns thrown 
into the sea, 

According to Consular reports and the statements 
of officials in the Persian Gulf, about 90,000 rifles 
and pistols,end about 12,500,000 rounds of ammunition 
were shipped into the Persian Gulf and disposed of 
during 1908 and 1909, All these guns find their way 
into inner Arabia,Mesopotamia,and the northern fron- 
tier of India, Nearly every Arab nomad one meets on 
the desert about Bagdad is armed with a gun, And old 
types like muzzle loading shotguns ere disappearing. 
Repeating rifles of various design,often marked as 
( having been made in England,are seen. The British here 

conten@ that these rifles were really made in Belgiun, 

and that the English mark is put on the make them sell 

faster, The importation of all weapons except sport- 
ing gune is Borbidden, yet as stated,nearly every man 

who wishes seems to own a rifle,with a belt full of 


cartridges, 


A report has been received in Bagdad from Constanti- 
nople to the effect that the new Vali,who is expected 
to arrive here soon,will bring with him a Vavalry officer 
who will organize a large force of local mounted police 
or gendarmes,for policing the disturbed districts south 
of Bagdad, 
Respectfully submitted, 


od ip | American Consul, 


: 
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ARAB DISTURBANCES IN MESOPOTANIA, 
Gun Kkunning in Persian Gulf. 
, bagdad,Turkey, 
Feb 10,1910, 


The last stenmer to arrive from bassorah brought news of 
renewed fighting awong the Arabs on the Kast bank of 
the Tigris, between Koot and Amarah. A Sheik named 
"Ragthbaen",at the head of u band who for some weeks 
passed have been on the war-path along the Persian 
frontier,marched westward last week and arrived at a 
village east of <oot on the night of February 6, In 
the night several hundred Keni Lams,of near Amarah, 
who happened to be in tne sawe vicinity as Ragthbaan, 
went out to meet him, They separated into two parties, 
the majority remaining behind, while the smaller de- 
taciment went shead to engage kagthbaan's force, those 
behind hastily dug shallow holes in the desert sand,and 
lay down,tneir presence unknown to KRagthbaan, Then the 
small detachment that had gone ahead,feigning defeat, 
retreatec hastily. Nagthbaan's force,in full pursuit, 
Came suddenly on the reinforcements of the “Leni Lams, 
hidden in the sandhnoles, A battle ensued, inwhich--say\ 
Arab reports--- 300 of Kagthbaan's force were slain, 
The invading force was thus driven back, Hhagthbean,it 
is saic,had plans made for attacking the Eritish ships 
on the Tigris,as was done in iarch-April-jiay,1909, but 
it is believed in Bagdad that this recent defeat at 
the hands of his Arab enemies will so far upset his 
plens that the steamers, for awhile at least,will not be 
interfered wita, 

The Turkish governnent, it is said,will soon place 
8 small gunboat,arimed with wachine guns,on the lower 
Tigris,for patrolling the disturbed sections of the 


river, 


oF 
er ae Pane 
i Gun Running in the Persian Gulf. 
> 
The British patrol boats, the "Lapwing" in 

particular,which are engaged in ottemptes to suppress 
gun running in the head waters of the Persian Gulf, 
have been very tusy in the past few weeks. Several 

© captures of arms — been made,and the guns thrown 


into the sea, 

According to Consular reports end the statements 
of officials in the Persian Gulf, about 90,000 rifles 
and pistols,and about 12,500,000 rounds of ammnition 
were shipped into the Persian Guif and disposed of 
during 1908*and 1909, All these guns find their way 
into inner Arabia,!liesopotamia,and the northern fron-° 
tier of India, Nearly every Arab nomad one meets on 
the desert about Dagdad is armed with a gun. And old 
types like muzzle loading shotguns are disappearing. 
Repeating rifles of various design,often marked as 
heving been made in England,are seen. ‘he British here 
contend that these rifles were really made in Belgium, 
and that the *nglish mark is put on a make them sell 
faster, Tne importation of all weapons except sport- 
ing guns is Borbidden, yet as stated,nearly every man 
who wishes seems to own a rifle,with se belt full of 


cartridges, 


A report nas been received in Kagdad from Constanti- 
nople to the cffect that the new Vali,who is expected 
to arrive here scoon,will bring with him a Uevalry officer 
who will organize a large force of local mounted police 
or gendarmes, for eolieine the disturbed disfricts south 
of lagdad, 


Respectfully submitted, 


Awerican Consul, 
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AMERICAN EMBASSY, 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 


March 28, 1910, 


SUBJECT: Foreigners in the Employ of 


the Ottoman Government. 


The Honorable £ 
The Secretary of State, Cf ‘ aCe “O 


Washington, : » Vink abe i 
Sir: plese oy, 


© In compliance with the Department's instruction | 


avawaoagd XHONT 


G 
(fe Ae 


No. 69, of the 10th ultimo, I have the honor to transmit 
herewith a detailed report relative to the employment of 
foreigners by the Ottoman Government and the manner in 

which this employment affects the political and commer- 
cial relations between Turkey and the countries of which 
the aliens so employedare citizens or subjects. 


This report shows that the foreign advisers o 


Gand 


officials in the administrative branches of the Govern- 


Ubus de Ja¢ 


ment do not exert a financial or political influence 
which is sufficiently manifest to be readily estimated 
as to its importance commercially. On the other hand, 
the presence of non-Ottoman officers in the army and navy 
without doubt greatly contributes towards establishing 
here the commercial Supremacy of the countries to which 
their officers belong, as well as furnishing means of | 
easy international communication which is, politically, 
of great significance. As to the various boards of 
international composition, the nature of their composi- 
tion precludes any great possibility of their advancing 
the commercial interests of any one country, though their 
general tendency is to cultivate friendly political and 


@ 


intellectual ~~ 


No. 121. il ca 
intellectual relations. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 
1/ Report Concerning the Employment of Foreigners 


by the Ottoman Government. 


Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 121, of March 28, 1910. 


REPORT CONCERNING THE EMPLOYMENT OF 
FOREIGNERS BY THE OTTOMAN GOVERNMENT. 


In the SANITARY ADMINISTRATION OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 
there is a High Qdvisory Council which consists of seven Turks 
and thirteen foreigners, these last being appointed by the 
heads of the various foreign diplomatio missions here with the 
exception of the three Balkan States. Its chief effeots are 
the securing of a certain amount of reasonableness in the 
regulations made by the Administration and the provision of 
certain needed regulations for the benefit of the public 
health. Politically, it is one of the agencies tending to 
keep Turkey in a state of subjection to the foreign Powers; 
commercially, there can be no effect in favor of one nation 
as against another. No attempt will be made to trace the 
careers of the foreigners; the medical members are appointed 
for their scientific knowledge and are not always subjects or 
citizens of the Powers which they represent; the Belgian and 
Dutch members are dragomans of the respective Legations. 

In the offices of the Administration are employed 
three or four Italians, two Frenchmen, and one Englishman, 
while at the various ports there are twelve foreigners in 
superior positions as against thirty-six Turks. Of none of 
these can it be said that he promotes appreciably the commer- 


Cial interests of his own country. 


In the MINISTRY OF FINANCE there are several 


foreigners. In the Commission for Financial Reforms are 


Messrs. R. W. Graves, Meissa, and Steeg. Their duties are 
purely advisory and they are unable to advance the commercial 
interests of their respective countries except by personal _ 


advice’ 


Encl. to Desp. 121. wie 


advice to their countrymen; it is said that the recent founda- 
tion of the National Bank of Turkey by Sir Ernest Cassel is 
largely due to the advice which he received from Mr. Graves 
| among others, Politically, the chief result is to improve 
Turkish financial methods while bringing home to the Turks 
the benefits which are to be deriwd from the employment of 
such men. Mr. Graves is an Englishman, Mr. Meissa an Ital- 
ian, and Mr. Steeg a Frenchman; each began his career by 
entering the consular service of his respective country and 
by the year 1907 each had risen to be Consul General at 
Saloniki, Mr. Graves having spent nearly thirty years in the 
British service in Turkey while the others had held poste in 
other: countries as well. From 1907 to 1909 these men repre- 
sented their respective countries on the Macedonian Financial 
Commission which was abolished, with the consent of the Powers, 
upon the proclamation of the Constitution, Turkey agreeing to 
appoint the members of that Commission as members of the Com- 
mission for Financial Reforms. 
The Director General of Pinanoial Inspection is Mr. 
H. Jolly, a Frenchman, under whom are eight Turkish inspec~- 
tors. He has only just arrived in this city and assumed his 
duties which are those of an expert accountant in general 
charge of the inspection of the books of the Ministry. He 
was formerly in the service of the French Ministry of Finance. 
His presence cannot well have any political or commercial 
effects. 
In the Direction of the Personnel, the Financial 
Adviser is Mr. Charles Laurent, a Frenchman, formerly one of 
the chief assistants in the French Cour des Comptes (chief 
financial bureau, advisory to the Parliament). He has now 
been in Turkey about a year and he seems to have done fairly 
good work in his advisory capacity, securing the abolition of 
various sinecures, stopping leaks, etc. but it is said that 
. : he is 


Encl. to Desp,. 121, =3— 


he is greatly hampered by the fact that when he came here he 
was totally ignorant not only of the Turkish language but also 
Turkish customs and Turkish finances. His chief assistant 
here is Mr. de Witte, also a Frenchman, who formerly occupied 
a subordinate position in the French financial service; Mr. 

de Witte came out here shortly after Mr. Laurent. 

In the General Directorate of Indiredt Contriby- 
diong, the Director General is a Turk but the Adviser is Mr. 
R. Fe Crawford, an Englishman. Mr. Crawford came out here 
in January 1909, having previously occupied a position in the 
Egyptian customs service with which he had, however, severed 
all connection some time previous to his being offered this 
post. His real position is that of chief of the customs 
service. He is said to be accomplishing mech towards stop- 
ping leaks and reorganizing the service so as to secure 
greater efficiency but to find his ignorance of the language 
a& great hindrance to the accomplishment of his desires for 
improvement. He is shortly to make a tour of inspection to 
all the customs houses from which great improvements are ex< 
pected to result but that he will have some difficulty is 
shown by the following (which is quoted from a despatch of 
the American Consul at Trebizond dated February 19, 1910): 

eer’ on Thursday the 17th instant three armed men 
entered the office of the Nazir of the Custom House at Trebi- 
2ond, Hurrem Bey, presented the compliments of the Committee 
of Union and Progress and ordered that the chief clerk (Bash 
Kiatib) leave immediately by the Courdji steamer bound for 
Coristantinople, that the contemplated change of emplpyees 
between Trebizond and Samsoun should not be carried out and 
that certain employees who had been dismissed be reinstated, 
The Nazir under fear of violence complied with the orders, " 

As to the commercial effect of Mr. Crawford's 
presence in the Customs Department, the Embassy in its des-~ 
patch of November 19th last, No. 44, reported that, the cus- 
toms administration requiring certified invoices for all goods 
imported, Mr. Crawford in conjunction with the Ministry of 


Finance had drawn up a table of the values of foreign coins, 


according to 


Encl. to Desp. 121. a 


according to which the pound sterling was shown as worth 2/5 
of 1% less than its actual value while the coins of all other 
nations are shown as worth from 1/2 of 1% to 1% in excess of 
their actual values. The American dollar is given a value 
almost exactly 1% in excess of its true value and American 
goods therefore pay ‘ duty greater by 1-2/5% than that paid 
by British goods of exactly equal value. The only other 
foreigner in this Department is an Englishman born and bred 
in Turkey, Mr. Harold Woods, who assists Mr. Crawford in 


quite a subordinate capacity. 


The ADMINISTRATION OF THE OTTOMAN PUBLIC DEBT is 
entirely in the hands of foreigners; it was organized nearly 
thirty years ago and officially sanctioned by the Decree of 
Moharrem on October 21, 1881. The organization of this Ad- 
ministration was brought about as the result of the inability 
of the Turkish Government to meet: its obligations to foreign 
bondholders and certain revenues were assigned to it to enable 
it to pay these obligations in the future, while subsequently 
other revenues were turned over to it for the payment of the 
interest and creation of sinking funds for the redemption of 
later issues of bonds and for the payment of the kilometric 
guarantees of certain railroads. Great benefits have accrued 
to foreign and Turkish bondholders as the result of the crea~ 
tion of this institution and perhaps equally great benefits 
have been derived from it by the Turkish Government which has 
thus had at hand an organization in whose integrity all have 
had confidence. The Council of Administration now consists 
of the representativew of the French, British and Dutch, Ger- 
man, Austro-Hungarian, Italian, and Ottoman bondholders, of 
the Imperial Ottoman Bank, and of the Ottoman Government, 
these representatives being chosen by the respective bond- 


holders, and the President being the Brittsh and Breéuch: rt 


represéntatives 
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representatives ialtetnately. The present members are: Frenoh, Mr. 
J. de la Bouliniére, formerly French Agent and Consul General 
in Cairo; British and Dutch, Sir Adam Block, formerly in the 
British consular service and first dragoman of the Embassy; 
German, Mr. Ch. Testa, who has hada similar’ to that of Sir 
Adam Block but in the German service; Austro-Hungarian, Mr. 
N.' de Janko, formerly first dragoman of his Embassy; Italian, 
Marquis A. Theodoli, formerly in one of the Italian Ministries; 
Ottoman, vacant at present owing to the recent death of Hamdy 
Bey who occupied this position; Imperial Ottoman Bank, Mr. A. 
Nias, an Englishman who has risen from the bottom and is now 
Assistant Director of the Bank; Gtftaman Government, Said Bey. 
The General Manager of the Ceded Revenues is Mr. Leon Pissard, 
a@ Frenchman who has long been in the employ of the Administra- 
tion. Commercially, the presence of foreigners in this Ad- 
ministration, wh ose very existence presupposes such presence, 
cannot be said to redound to the particular benefit of any 
one country as against another. The sub-chiefs of depart- 
ments are nearly all foreigners and doubtless they prefer 
certain machinery which they know to other which they are not 
acquainted with, but the Administration is most business-like 
and the international composition of the Council would pre- 
Clude the possibility of any systematic turning of orders in 


any one direction, ae Copa 

Under the MINISTRY OF WAR the only foreigners em- | 

- ployed are Germans, and in this Ministry more than in any 
other are seen the political and commercial advantages which 
it 1s possible to gain by having subjects in the Ottoman ser- 
vice. The political advantages cannot be estimated readily; 
the granting of the concession for the construction of the 
Bagdad Railway to Germans was chiefly due to the personal 
visit of the German Emperor some years ago but was undoubtedly 


due also to a less extent to the presence of German officérs 


in the 
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in the army. As all of the German officers here retain their 
positions in the German army, coming here directly from it and 
eventually returning to it, it is unnecessary to deal with the 
careers of the individual officers; the chief of them, who is 
not at this moment in the Ottoman service but who has served 
at various times in the German and in the Ottoman armies 
alternately and who is expected to return here soon, having 
recently been retired from active service in the German army, 
is von der Goltz Pasha, Colonel-General of the German army | 
and formerly Field Marshal of the Turkish army. A striking 
instance of the political and commercial effects of the pre- 
sence of von der Goltz Pasha was seen last summer; As is well 
known, the Germans who hold the concession for the construc- 
tion of the Bagdad Railway have long been anxious to change 
the route from that originally agreed upon, so as to avoid the 
high cost of constructiong it across the mountains to the 
north of Tarsus and so also as to touch the coast and the reby 
secure a port on the Mediterranean, It was originally held by 
the Government that it would be a mistake strategically to 
allow this road to touch the coast, but last summer von der 
Goltz Pasha forced through the Strategical Board of the Army, 
of which he was chairman, an approval of the new plan desired 
by the German concessionaries; however, the signing of this 
approval was postponed until the next meeting, so as to allow 
a fair copy of the resolution to be made, and in the meantime 
General von der Goltz left for Germany, with the result that 
at the next meeting of the Board the Turkish members, repent- 
ing of the approval which they had given, withdrew it, note 
withstanding the protests of the remaining German members. 
A review of the articles used by the Turkish army is instruct- 
ive: be 

1) The rifle used is the Mauser, made in Germany. _ 

2) The army and gendarmerie still have 700,000 Peabody- 

Martini 
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Martini rifles sold to it in 1878 by the Providence Tool Com- 
pany of Hartford, Conn., of which 500,000 are shortly to be 
re-barreled to shoot Mauser ammunition as single shot rifles; 
the remainder are probably lost. or in too bad condition to be 
worth alteration. 

3) Tenders were called for some time ago for entrenching 
tools and an American firm offered the Elliott Entrenohing 
Tool which weighs but 2-1/4 pounds and whidh they stated was 
used by the United States Army; the contract was given to 
German bidders for picks and shovels with wooden handles, the 
weight of a pair of these being 14 pounds; as the cost of the 
two German tools was less than that of the Elliott combination 
tool, and as Turkey is too poor to indulge in luxuries, German 
influence may not have been necessary in this case. 

4) No official revolver has as yet been selected, but it 
seems likely that the army will be supplied with Browning 
pattern pistols made by the Fabrique Nationale at Lidge, Bel- 
gium, a controlling interest in which is owned by the Waffen- 
fabrik of Germany. Tests were held recently with the great- 
est secrecy, only two firms being represented, and the con- 
tract had been promised to the Fabrique Nationale when Mr. 
Robinson of the Colt's Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company 
appeared on the scene and, with the assistance of Mr. R. De. 
Bucknam, persuaded the authorities to give his weapons a trial 
which was so successful that it is possible that he will get 
the order away from the Belgian firm. 

5) The automatic guns used are of various patterns, but 
mostly Hotchkiss made in France. 

6) The field guns are all made in Germany by Krupp. 

7) The saddles were all made in Germany until a British 
firm secured the last contract for 10,000 about a year ago. 

8) All the harness is of German make. 

9) The portable kitchens are all of German make. 


10) There 
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10) There are about fifteen armored automébiles which 
were bought in France. 

11) The tents are all of German make; it is reported, 
however, that tenders are soon to be asked for about 100 ,000, = 
conical for the officers and sectional shelter for the men. 

12) The boots have all been of German mke until recently 
a British firm secured the contract; it is reported that only 
One lot of British boots has been received and that these have 
been rejected as they proved worthless and did not come up to 
the specifications. 

13) The cloth for uniforms has always been supplied from 
Germany but a British firm secured the last contract,- for 
3,000,000 yards; it is claimed that the specifications called 
for an all-wool cloth but that that supplied bY the English 
firm contains a certain amoufit of cotton, and these ‘claims 
appear to be well substantiated; on the other hand it is pro~ 
bable that under the old régime the German officers saw that 
whatever was supplied by Germans was accepted. 

Undergoing incorporation into the army is the GRAND 
MASTERSHIP OF ARTILLERY, formerly entirely separate from the 
former. In this are three Enghishmen, two of whom have spent 
most of their lives in the Ottoman service; these are the 
Chief of the Canon Foundry and of the Assembling Shop, the 
Chief of the fechnical Bureau, and the Inspector of Small 
Arms. The first of these is Brigadier General B. Atkinson 
Pasha, who is now an old man; he has served here for thirty- 
five years or more, coming directly from Woolwich Arsenal 
where he was a draughteman. The second of these is General 
of Division C. Vinicombe Pasha, a son-in-law of Qtkinson Pasha 
and about the same age as he, who came out‘at the same time 
and with similar training. The third is Curtis Bey , concern~ 


ing whom I have been able to ascertain nothing. When 


Vinicombe 
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Vinicombe and Atkinson Pashas came out here they brought with 
them about fifty English workmen but there are now less than 
a dozen, while there are now several German workmen also. 

The machinery is said to be antiquated, none having been 
bought for many years, so the commercial iniinence of the — 
presence of Englishmen in this department has not been great 


in recent years. 


Under the Ministry of War comes the Fire Department 
of Constantinople, the head of which is Széchenyi Pasha, a 


nites he was ‘formerly an officer in the Hungarian army 
but came to Turkey over thirty years agooand is now a General 
of Division in the Turkish army. All the apparatus of the 
fire department is antiquated, consisting of hand-pumps which 
are carried on trucks and dismounted when the scene of a fire 
is reached and of correspondingly small sized hose; all is 
very old and in very bad condition. The presence of Széchenyi 
Pasha in this organization cannot be said to have any effect, 
either political or commercial. AeA 

In the MINISTRY OF MARINE are five British officers 
who have been loaned for a period of two years (one of which 
has already elapsed) by the British Navy,- to which they will 
eventually return. Rear Admiral Sir Douglas Gamble Pasha has 
recently resigned his position as Adviser to the Minister and 
Commander of the Fleét ostensibly on account of 111]-health 
but probably because the Minister made. his position too uncom- 
fortable owing to the well known opposition of Sir Douglas to 
the appointment of the present incumbent as Minister. ‘It is 
generally believed here that Admiral Gamble made all the ar- 
rangements for the purchase of warships ie maptans without 
competition on the part of foreign firms when he was in that 
country on leave last autumn; if he did so, this may be no 
indication of his personal influence here as the payments are 


to be 
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to be extended over a period of ten years and one report 
states that the money is to be furnished by English bankers 
who stipulate that it is to be spent in England, a previous 
loan made by them having been spent for the purchase of tor-~ 
pedo boats in heteny It is further stated that Great 
Britain has made a secret agreement, in consideration of this 
order being placed in England, guaranteeing in some more or 
less definite manner the peace of Turkey until the completion 
of the ships about to be ordered. This contract has not been 
placed yet and the order may possibly be given to American or 
German firms; meanwhile, there are so many rumors afloat that 
cannot be autheticated that it is impossible to know the real 
truth. A successor to Sir Douglas Gamble is soon to be ap- 
pointed unless, as appears not impossible, the Turkish Govern- 
ment decides that this successor is not to be Adviser to the 
Minister but merely Commander of the Fleet,- a change which 
would probably be taken by the British Government as prevent- 
ing any real progress and cause it to withhold its support 
from a scheme which could only end in failure. The young 
British officers were assistants to the Admiral and also in- 
structors, each being a specialist in a different branch, and 
are now (temporarily or permanently) merely instructors. 

They are apparently working to get British goods introduced 
as far as possible into all bymaches of the navy and are 
strongly backed by the British Ambassador; the latter about a 
fortnight g@go gave a dinner to which were invited the repre- 
sentatives of the chief British firms which @re seeking orders 
for the Fleet, the Minister of Marine (Halil Pasha who served 
four years as a lieutenant in the British Navy and another’ 
four years in the Turkish Embassy in London), and some of the 
young British officers. The only effect of a commercial na- 
ture which has been observed so far is the failure to signa 


contract already agreed upon to buy American wireless 


telegraphy 
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telegraphy apparatus , the British officers recommending a 
different and less modefn system, The ships of the Turk4éh 
navy come from England, France, Germany, Italy, and the United 
States; the guns come from the same countries as the ships on | 
which they are, except that, Italy making no guns, those on 
the Italian ships are English; naval stores and ammnition, 
which formerly were bought almost exclusively in Germany, are 
now bought for each ship in the country where the ship was 
buijt. 

Under the Ministry of Marine is the Life Saving 
Service of the Black Sea, several of the chief employees of 
which are English; the service is small and rather unimport- 
ant, the equipment old. The commercial effect of the pre- 
sence of Englishmen in this service is almost nil and the 
political effect absolutely so. , 

Also under the control of the Ministry of Marine is 
the Administration of the Lighthouses, which is, however, a 
concession granted some years ago toa French company , the 
Société Collas et Michel of Paris; this concession has about 
fourteen years more to run. The director general is a Mr. 
Emile A. Baudouy and the secretary general a Mr. Marcel Vil- 
bert, both employees of the above company; the seep pure 
chases its supplies and materials as it pleases,=- presumably r 
chiefly in France. at 


In the MINISTRY OF MINES, FORESTS, AND AGRICULTURE 
there has been until a few weeks ago an Italian, Mr. BE. Cou- 


lant, as Engineer in Chief of the Administration of Mines; he 


has now resigned and his successor is likely to ba fh Ottoman 


© 
subject. 


Under the MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS in the Division 
of Bridges and Highroads there are five foreigners as chiefs 


of the works in different vilayets (provinces), thirty-six 
Turks 
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Turks holding similar positions in the other provinces. 

These are subordinate positions and, as none of these foreign-~ 
ers is stationed in the vicinity of Constantinople, it is 
difficudt to obtain exact information as to the effects of 


their holding such positions; it is certainly very small. 
: ) 


) 

The DIRECTOR GENERAL OF Posts, TELEGRAPHS, AND 
TELEPHONES is a Mr. James Sterpin, a Belgian. He came out 
here somewhat over six months ago, being loaned by the Belgian 
service to the Turkish; he has spent the bulk of his life in 
the Belgian service. I am told that the specifications for 

ethe installation of a telephone service here were largely 
drawn up by him and that they specified everything according 
to Belgian standards, thus giving a great advantage to the 
Belgian bidders although the contract will probably be awarded 
to a syndicate of English, American, and French bidders. 


In the GENDARMERIE there are British, French, and 
Italian officers, the chief of the service being Lieutenant 
General Count de Robilant, an Italian. He began his career 
as an officer in the Italian army but came to Turkey when the 
gendarmerie in Macedonia was organized some years ago. Most 
of the purchasing for the Gendarmerie is done by the chiefs 
of the various district organizations who are nearly all 


Turks, although all the most efficient officers are foreigners. 


“IRRIGATION is being carried out in Mesapotania by 
the Government under the charge of Sir William Wilcocks who 
has an almost free hand in the matter of methods and appara- 
tus. Sir William is the great engineer who has made such a 
reputation in Egypt where he was one of the first proposers 
of the Assouan Dam project. He is said to be a great admirer 
of American irrigation methods and machinery and the newspa- 
pers announce that he has just asked for leave of absence for 


the purpose of going to the United States to study a new 


system 
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system there. It is said that he will have a considerable 
number of English assistants, a fact that will naturally 
cause an increased demand for English goods, but that the 
steam shovels, dredges, etc., will probably be bought in 
America, On the other hand, it is quite possible that much 
of the work will eventually be awarded to sub-contractors who 


will, probably, use such machinery as they choose. 


a 


In the MINISTRY OF JUSTICE AND SECTS there is em- 
ployed buat one foreigner, Count Léon Ostrorog, a Frenchman, 
who is legal adviser to the Minister. He has been in Turkey 
for many years. His position gives him no opportunity to 
favor his native country commercially or politically but the 


general effect of his presence is very good, 


C.B.C. 


The Honorable 

The Secretary of War. 
Pigs 

I have the honor to enolose, for your confidential 
information, an extract from a report received from the 
Amerioan Charge 4' Affaires at Constantinople, relative 
to the employment of foreigners under the Ottoman Ministry 
of War. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


‘Soy 00/ 


Your obedient servant, 
For Mr. Knox: 


ee ae 
la4 Assistant Secretary of State. 


Extract from report enclosed in 
No. 121 a Merch 28, 1910, from 


| 
| Constantinople. 


April 28, 1910. 


The Secretary ef the Navy. 


yc 

Q 

fhe Honora le 

Sirs ENN 
I have the honor to enclose, for your confidential had 


Ly 


information, an extract from a report received from the 
American Charge 4' Affaires at Constantinople, relative 
to the employment of foreigners unde: the Ottoman Ministry 
of Marine. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


For Mr. Knox: 


Wu4, Assistant Secretary of State. 


Enclosure: 
Extract from report enclosed in 
No. 121 of Mar 28, 1910 from 
Constantinople. 


VW -ac044/207 
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April 28, 1910. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of Commeroe and Labor. 
Sir: 


Ie O/ 


I have the honor to enclose, for your confidential — 
information, a copy of a report from the American Charge 
d' Affaires at Constantinople relative to the employment 
of foreigners by the Ottoman Government and the manner 
in which this employment affects the political and commer~ 
oial relations between Turkey and the countries of which 
the aliens so employed are citizens or subjects. 

. I have the honor to be, Sir, . 
Your obedient servent, 
For Mr. Knox: 


Lae A 


Hemosiotant Secretary of State. 


wae ot | Enclosure: 

on Copy of pepert enclosed in 

: |— Ho. 121 of March 28, 1920 
et from Constantinople. 
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DIVISION OF NEAR. EASTERN AFFAI ; 
7, agit 
lear Mr. Wilson: =. -— 
ry Ambassador Straus in j 
is despatch submits an : 
interesting review of polit- 
ical conditions in Turkey. 
He incidentally refers to 
the desire of the Turkish 
Government to purchase one 
of our men-of-war, and 
states that the Minister of 
Marines intimated to him 
at the time the matter was 
under discussion that our 
meeting their wishes in this 
matter would probably assist 
our shipbuilders in secur- 
ing contracts for the build- 
ing of the war-ships pro- 
vided for by the budget. 


) 
AMERICAN EMBASSY, 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 


APR 26 1910 


A DIVISION OF 
Aa ASTERN AFFAIRS. 


No.138. 


S S 
- Subject: Review of Political Conditions: * — 
\ Visit of the Czar Ferdinand of Bul- 
garia and the Czarina; the Visit of 
the King of Servia; Troubled Con- 
ditions in Albania. 


[iche—awlh Ey 
danec he Leet: 
The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, Ta bur, Quad. 7 3 ? 
Washington. bs. f= , —- 
ch Yekasg Cond tes car stanton! Mdaty 
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About six weeks ago, political affairs here were 
in a very disturbed condition, growing out of the disorganized 
state of Greece in connection with the affairs in Crete. The 
Cretans desired to send deputies to the Greek Parliament, or 
Boulé. The Ottoman Government informed Greece, as well as 
the Great Powers, that should Greece accept these deputies, 2 
this would be regarded by the Ottoman Government as a casus 
belli. As this matter has been fully reported in the press | 
despatches, I need not dwell upon it here, but only refer to 
it in connection with what follows. While these conditions 
were prevailing several conflicts arose on the Turco-Bulgarian 
border between .the outposts of these two countries, resulting 
in the killing of a number of the soldiers on each side of the 
border and in the wounding of others. The exact number of 
those that were thus killed and wounded is not definitely 
known, or, if know, has been carefully concealed; there were 


probably 


y 
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probably twenty-five or thirty in all. The reports of these 
conflicts, as is usual in this country where the channels of 
information are very inadequate and unreliable, were very 
much exaggerated, and created a feeling of accute uncertainty 
and unrest. About this time also rumors were spread that 
there was serious divisions in the Ottoman Army. During this 
time I received a visit from Nahmoud Chevket Pasha, Minister 
of War, who is known as the hero of the revolution, he having 
been the General commanding the Third Army Corps that came 
here from Salonica in April last when the late Sultan was de- 
posed, He assured me that he had the Army thoroughly in hand, 
and that there was no danger of any division in its ranks. I 
would say in passing that Mahmoud Chevket is of Arak origin, 
and had his military training in Germany, where he resided 
some ten years. He is alert, energetic, and regarded as a 
highly capable officer, and appears to possess a broad and 
statesmanlike view of political affairs. 

About this time this Government was very much con- 
cerned because Greece had made arrangements to purchase in 
Italy a war vessel of considerably greater power than any 
possessed by Turkey. In order to offset this augmentation of 
the Greek Navy, and for its moral effect, Turkey was very 
desirous of purchasing one or two warships of greater effect- 
ive force, Thereupon, upon the urgent solicitation of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, I cabled you on January 19th 
to learn whether our Snvenitert would be willing to sell a 
ship of the class indicated. Upon the receipt of your reply 
that the Secretary of the Navy was not disposed to recommend 
the sale of such a ship, I wrote you on February 10th in res- 
pect to the sale of two ships of smaller capacity; to this I 
received your telegraphic reply of March 18th in the negative. 


If it 
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If it could have been possible to have met the wishes of 
Turkey at this time, it would, as I had indicated, have 

been regarded as a great act of friendship and placed us 

in a most favorable vosition. It was even intimated by 

the Minister of Marine at the time that this would probably 
assist our shipbuilders in securing contracts for the build- 
ing of the warships provided for by the budget. 

At this same time there was considerable agitation 
here, growing out of the repeated rumors that the Balkan 
States were forming a confederation for the purpose of taking 
united aggressive action against Turkey. While there was 
very little basis for the realization of this result, yet, 
during the general uncertainty of conditions, these rumors 
produced a state of disquietude, so much so that the Great 
Powers ueed their influence to prevent anti-Turkish agita- 
tions, the continuance of which was having a disorganizing 
effect in this Empire. There was a feeling of apprehension 
that Bulgaria would take advantage of this general condition 
of unrest, and make an aggressive attack upon Turkey. This 
was during the month of February last. It was arranged that 
the King of Pulgaria would make a visit to the Czar of Russia. 
I had a conference with the Russian Ambassador a few days 
prior to this visit, and he assured me that his Sovereign 
would give to the King of Bulgaria such counsel as would con- 
duce to the maintenance of peace. : 

Shortly after the visit of the King of Bulgaria to 
Saint Petersburg, arrangements were made for his visit to the 
Sultan. He came here on March 2lst and remained about a week, 
He -was entertained magnificently, and amdng other functions 
at this time was a review of about fifteen thousand soldiers 
of the select battalions of the Turkish Army: infantry, ca- 
valry, and artillery. The sturdy and well ddevtiolingd ap- 


pearance 
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appearance of these troops doubtless did not fail to leave 
an impression upon the Bulgarian King of the military effect- 
iveness of the Turkish Army. 

The visit of King Ferdinand was followed on the 
Srd instant by the visit of the King of Servia, accompanied 
by his Minister for Foreign Affairs and a retinue of other 
officials, He has been sumptuously entertained by the Sultan, 
and the days of his stay have been marked with official func- 
tions, dinners at the Palace, and a review of the troops. All 
the Chiefs of Missions were invited to most of these func- 
tions as well as to the banquet at the Palace, 

The result of these visits of the Balkan Sovereigns 
has apparently been not only to allay the unrest to which I 
referred, but also to bring about, for the time being, accord 
between the Balkan States, as well as between the Great Powers 
in respect to the Near East. 

Within the past week serious trouble has arisen in 
upper Albania, the most western provinces of European Turkey, 
bordering upon the Adriatic. The principal centers of dis- 
turbance are at Pristina and Ipek, in the Vilayet or district 
of Kossova, near the Servian frontier. The Albanians are a 
wild and unruly people, and many of them live like bandits in 
the mountains. Albania has a population variously estimated 
at between two and three millions, consisting of two-thirds 
Nohammedans end one-third Christians, who, notwithstanding 
their differences in religion, have strong race affinities 
which enable them to act together. The whole of Albania may 
be said to be only nominally subject to Turkey. Its govern- 
ment is largely tribal, and until now there was no conscrip- 
tion and the taxes were nominal and not regularly paid. 

The cause of this insurrection is opposition to all 


government control, and especially against the new taxes im- 


posed 
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imposed by the Council of the District. It is believed the 
insurrection is fomented by the tribal chiefs, who see in the 
effort to establish a regular government the loss of their 
power. The rebels number about twenty thousand, and some 
forty-four battalions, numbering between twelve and thirteen 
thousand troops, have been sent to suppress the insurrection. 
In a conversation with the Austrian Ambassador last 
evening, he stated he regarded this rebellion as serious unless 


it can be promptly suppressed before it assumes much larger 


proportions, 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


eovy |S. S\rouws 


——— 


Political affairs in Turkey. 


NOTE: 
See 1729/142 for: 
From Turkey, May 2, 1910: TELEGRAM: 

"---The Albanian affair is purely international 
and while it may continue for some time the Government 
will most probably succeed in establishing order unless 
foreign complications intervene which do not, for the 


present, appear probable. "-- 
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SuBJecT: Protection of Americans and American Inter- 
ests in the Consular District of Aleppo, Syria, during the 
month of March, 1910. 


THE HONORABLE 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Sir: 


I have the honor to report that in as much as it ego = 
pears that the Department of State should be informed of ™ a 
the incidents occuring in connection with the protection ait 
Americans and American interests in this consular district 
from time to time, and that to report the same as they hap- 
pen would necessitate almost incessant communications, it 
has been decided for the present to forward to the Department, 

* the Embassy and the Consulate General, at the end of each 
month, a brief resume of such affairs, as appears from the 
records of the Miscellaneous Record Book of this Consulate. 

With that object in view, I herewith enclose a report 
of the same for the month of March, 1910, in duplicate, that 
one copy thereof may be referred to the Division of Near East- 


ern Affairs for its information. 


ie ° | 29f 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Do-etyed APR 271910 
aed. APR 9.0 191 
Consulate @oneral Constaglineple, 


Enclosures: 


Your obedi ervant, 


ftp 1 warren aratinionietteanesiitiein iinet an is it spp ihcibiil a tine 
Dianne renner meen on eemem ne Yenmen ma one 
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Enclosure with despatch No. 112, 
to Department, dated tpril "13th: 1910. 


AMERIOAN CGONSULATE, 


Aleppo, Syria, April 13th, 1910. 


Subject:- Protection of Americans and American Insterest 
in the Joneular District of Aleppo for the month of Mareh, 1919. 


The Honorable 
Assistant Secretary Of atate, 
Washington, D. SC. 
sir:- 


I have the honor to report that on March 12th, 1915, the 
Consulate received a telegram from the Embaney at Constantino- 
ple stating the details of the request of the Ottoman American 
Developement Jompeny for a concession for the construction of 
& railway from Sivas to Harput, Dierbekr, Bitlis and Van, from 
Dierbekr to Sulimanie, and from Dierbekr to the Mediterranean 
Sear at Yamurtilik, and asking the state of public opinion in 
Aleppo on tho proposition. The foregoing was the reeult of the 
Consulate having telegraphed the Department of State on Feb- 
ruary 23rd, 1910, that the Governor General of Aleppo, in pré- 
vate conversation with the Qoneul, had stated that now is a 
most favorable time for the American syndicate to push its pe- : 
tition for the concession for a railway between Aleppo and 


Alexaniretta, and that he would officially assist the same as 


far as possible, and would have the General Council endorse 
such a petition, his-offer being made at the solicitation of 
the 


the Consul. 

A copy of the above mentioned telegram was also sent to 
the Embassy. The Department telegraphed the Oonsulate on Feb- 
ruary 25th, 1910, that the matter had been referred to the 
Embassy, and to act in accordance with the Embassy's instructions, 

March 14th, 1910, the Consulate, after interviewing the 
Governor General and other prominent Government officials and 
residents of Aleppo, telegraphed the Embassy that public opin- 
don was unanimous for a railway via Aleppo and Alexandretta, 
and that the Governor General would have the Administrative 
Couneil of Aleppo endorse the petition of the American syndi- 
cate for the sane git so requested by the authorities from Con- 
stantinople. 

March 16th, 1910, the Consulate, being apprised of the 
fact that the Governor General was preparing a "mazbata" to 
be signed by the Administrative Counoil urging the Consteahti- 
nople authorities to grant the aforesaid concession, the same 
was telegraphed to the Embassy by the Consulate. 

March 15th, 1910, Mr. Beard, Manager of the Aleppo branch 
of the MacAndrews & Forbes Company, the American Company ex- 
porting licorice root from this district, called at the Con- 
sulate and reported the seizure at Killis by the Turkish Gov- 
ernment of 5 camels owned by the Company, to transport Govern- 
ment supplies, and asking for the intervention of the Consul- 
ate. <A Dragoman was immediately despatched to the Governor 
General, the facts were laid before him, and after strong pur- 
suasive measures were used he was induced to order the release 
of the camels, and their return to the Company. 

March 16th, 1910, Mr. Sebooh Lons, a naturalized American 
citizen, formerly a Hellenic subject, born in Aleppo in 1874, 


c 


. bearing 


pearing a certificate of naturaligzsation issued by the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, First Judicial District, dated 
May 10th, 1906, and a Special Passport, issued by the American 
Embassy at London, September 15th, 1909, applied to the Con- 
sulate for a Turkish "teskere", as he desired to return to the 
United States, and no person is permitted to leave a Turkish 
province without a teskere. The Consulate applied officially 
to the local Government for the required teskere, and was in- | 
formed that as Mr. Lons' name was recorded in the register of 
the Government as a Hellenic subject, a teskere could not be 
issued to him as on American citizen. These ciroumstances 
were communicated to the British Consulate of Aleppo, the pro- 
tector of Hellenic interests in this district, with the request 
that the Consul commnicate with the local Turkish authorities, 
advising that there was no objection to the recognition by 

the Turkish Government of Mr. Lons as an American citisen. The 
British Consul kindly complied therewith, the Turkish Govern- 
ment immediately recognized Mr. Lone as an American citizen, 
and issued him a teskere as such, thus permitting him to take 
his departure for the United States. 

March 18th, ERA0, the Consulate received a telegram from 
the Embassy asking full details of the report of the Adminis- 
trative Council of Aleppo concerning the petition of the Otto- 
man American Developement Company for a railway from Aleppo | 
to Alexandretta, to which the Consulate telegraphically replied 
on the same day, that the "mazbata” was signed by all of the 
Administrative Council of Aleppo and telegraphed to the Sub- 
lime Porte on the 16th, asking that the petition of the Amer- 
ican syndicate be referred to the Minister of Public Works, 
and urging the great necessity of granting the concession for 


a 


elie 


a railway via Aleppo to Alexandretta. 

March 22nd, 1910, Mr. Brabender, Manager for the Antioch 
branch of the MacAndrews and Forbes Gompany, the American conm- 
pany exporting licorice root, came personally from Antioch, a 
distance of two days travel, to report to the Consulate that 
Velish Agha, whose land near Awakia Root Station, in the dis- 
trict of Kefertherim, is leased by the Company for root digging 
thereon, refused to permit the employees and 250 diggers of 
the Company to enter upon the premises, and when the employees 
of the Company insisted upon so doing, they were attacked and 
beaten by the proprietor's employees. The Consulate thereupon 
communicated the circumstances to the Governor General, re- 
questing that the Turkish Government take urgent steps to pro- 
tect the employees of the American Company, and insisting upon 
the arrest and severe punishment of Velish Agha and his cohorts. 
After an exchange of telegrams between the Governor General 
and the Kaimakam of Kefertherim, and betwen the Consulate and 
the officials of the Company at Alexandretta, whereby it was 
shown that the Turkish officials were not giving due protect- 
ion to American interests, the Governor General was induced 
to telegraph to the Kaimakam at Kefertherim to render all nec- 
essary aid to the Company and its employees, and also to write 
officially to the Attorney General of Aleppo Vilayet complain- 
ing against the court officials at Kefertherim and asking that 
strict instructions be sent them to the end that due justice 
be given the Company in their prosecution of Velish Agha and 
his associates. Thereupon the Attorney General telegraphical- 
ly strongly reprimanded the President of the Kefertherim tri- 
bunal, and instructed him to accekerate the prosecution of the 
case begun by the Company against Velish Agha and others for 

their 


their action in depriving the Company of its rights. More re- 
cent reports indicate that the Company's interests are being 
respected. ° 

March 26th, 1910, Rev. Fred. Field Goodsell, President 
of Central Turkey College, an American educational aide *iebmat: 
at Aintab, communicated to the Consulate to the effect that 
grave discourtesies were made by the Turkish Post Master at 
that place to the Americans, and thet the Post Master was giv- 
en to drunkenness and general incompetency. The Consulate 
made an official protest to the Aleppo Government against the 
actions of the Post Master, and requested an investigation by 
the Post Master General of the Vilayet, to the end that if the 
charges were sustained the said official should be removed. The 
Post Master General accordingly ordered an inspector to Aintabd 
to make the necessary investigation. 

March 28th, 1910, the Embassy addressed a communication 
to this Consulate commending the efforts taken in connection 
attempts of the Ottoman American Developement Company to secure 
the concession for a railway between Aleppo and the Mediter- 


ranean. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


an Yonsul. 
Copy hereof sent to the Embassy. 
Copy hereof sent to the Consulate General. 


(GOPY). Fike wo. 


No. 122. 
AMERICAN CONSULATE, 


Aleppo, syria, April 15th, 1910. 


Subject:-Protection of Americans and American Inter- 
este in the Consular Dietrict of Aleppo, Syria, during the 
month of Mareh, 1910. 


The Honorable 
Assistant Secretary Of State, 
Washington, Dv. UL. 
Sir:- 


I have the honor to report that in ae moh as it ap- 
pears that the Department of State ahould be informed of 
the inoidents osouring ir connection with the protection of 
Americans and American interestnm in thie consular diretrict 
from time ta tine, ani that to report the seme as they hap- 
pen would necessitate almost incessant communications, it 
has been deotded for the prenent to forward to the Department, 
the Embasay and the Consulate General, at the end of each 
wonth, & brief rerumé of such affairs, as apyeara from the 
regords of the Misoellaneous Record Book of this Consulate. 
With that obgect in view, I herewith enalose a report 
of the pame for the month of Mareh, 1919, in @uplieate, that 
one copy thereof may be referred to the Division of Near Eaet~- 
ern affairs for ita information. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
= Your obedient servant, 


Buclosures: 
Raperk aw fresdl 
Pamnasct__ 2 Beet inal 


Enclosure with despatch No. 112, 
to Department, dated April 13th, 1910. 


AMERICAN CONSULATE, 6 


Aleppo, Syria, April 13th, 1910. 


Subject:~- Protection of Americans and American Insterest 


in the Consular District of Aleppo for the month of March, 1910. 


The Honorable 
Assistant Secretary Of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir:- 


I have the honor to report that on March 12th, 1910, the 
Consulate received a telegram from the Embassy at Constantino- 
ple stating the details of the request of the Ottoman American 
Developement Company for a concession for the construction of 
a railway from Sivas to Harput, Dierbekr, Bitlis and Van, from 
Dierbekr to Sulimanie, and from Dierbekr to the Mediterranean 
Sear at Yamurtilik, and asking the state of public opinion in 
Aleppo on the proposition. The foregoing was the result of the 
Consulate having telegraphed the Department of State on Feb-~ 
ruary 25rd, 1910, that the Governor General of Aleppo, in prd- 
vate conversation with the Consul, had stated that now is a 
most favorable time for the American syndicate to push its pe- 
tition for the concession for a railway between Aleppo and 
Alexaniretta, and that he would officially assist the same as 
far as possible, and would have the General Couneil endorse 
such a petition, his offer being made at the solicitation of 

the 


° 


the Consul. 

A copy of the above mentioned telegram was alsd sent to 
the Embassy. The Department telegraphed the Consulate on Feb- 
ruary 25th, 1910, that the matter had been referred to the 
Embassy, and to act in accordance with the Embassy's instructiona, 

March 14th, 1910, the Consulate, after interviewing the 
Governor General and other prominent Government officials and 
residents of Aleppo, telegraphed the Embassy that public opin- 
ion was unanimous for a railway via Aleppo and Alexandretta, 
and that the Governor General would have the Administrative 
Council of Aleppo endorse the petition of the American syndi- 
cate for the same 4f so requested by the authorities from Con- 
stantinople. 

March 15th, 1910, the Consulate, being apprised of the 
fact that the Governor General was preparing a "magzbata" to 
be signed by the Administrative Council urging the Constahti- 
nople authorities to grant the aforesaid concession, the same 
was telegraphed to the Embassy by the Consulate. 

March 15th, 1910, Mr. Beard, Manager of the Aleppo branch 
of the MacAndrews fe Forbes Company, the American Company ex- 
porting licorice root from this district, called at the Con- 
Sulate and reported the seigure at Killis by the Turkish Gov- 
ernment of 5 camels owned by the Company, to transport Govern- 
ment supplies, and asking for the intervention of the Consul- 
ate. A Dragoman was immediately despatched to the Governor 
General, the facts were laid before him, and after strong pur- 
suesive measures were used he was induced to order the release 
of the camels, and their return to the Company. 

March 16th, 1910, Mr. Sebooh Lons, a naturalized American 
citizen, formerly a Hellenic subject, born in Aleppo in 1874, 


° bearing 


bearing a certificate of naturalization issued by the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, First Judicial District, dated 
May 10th, 1906, and a Special Passport, issued by the American 
Embassy at London, September 15th, 1909, applied to the Con- 
sulate for a Turkish "teskere", as he desired to return to the 
United States, and no person is permitted to leave a Turkish 
province without a teskere. The Consulate applied officially 
to the local Government for the required teskere, and was in- 
formed that as Mr. Lons' name was recorded in the register of 
the Government as a Hellenic subject, a teskere could not be 
issued to him as an American citizen. These circumstances 
were communicated to the British Consulate of Aleppo, the pro- 
tector of Hellenic interests in this distriot, with the request 
that the Consul communicate with the local Turkish authorities, 
advising that there was no objection to the recognition by. 

the Turkish Government of Mr. Lons as an American citizen. The 
British Consul kindly complied therewith, the Turkish Govern- 
ment immediately recognized Mr. Lons as an American citizen, 
and issued him a teskere as such, thus permitting him to take 
his departure for the United States. 

March 16th, 21840, the Consulate received a telegram from 
the Embassy asking full details of the report of the Adminis- 
trative Council of Aleppo concerning the petition of the Otto- 
man American Developement Company for a railway from Aleppo 
to Alexandretta, to which the Consulate telegraphically replied 
on the same day, that the "mazbata" was signed by all of the 
Administrative Council of Aleppo and telegraphed to the Sub- 
lime Porte on the 16th, asking that the petition of the Amer- 
ican syndicate be referred to the Minister of Public Works, 
and urging the great necessity of granting the concession for 


a. 


@ railway via Aleppo to Alexandretta. 

March 22nd, 1910, Mr. Brabender, Manager for the Antioch 
branch of the MacAndrews and Forbes Company, the American com- 
pany exporting licorice root, came personally from Antioch, a 
distance of two days travel, to report to the Consulate that 
Velish Agha, whose land near Awakia Root Station, in the dis- 
trict of Kefertherim, is leased by the Company for root digging 
thereon, refused to permit the employees and 250 diggers of 
the Company to enter upon the premises, and when the employees 
of the Company insisted upon so doing, they were attacked and 
beaten by the proprietor's employees. The Consulate thereupon 
communicated the circumstances to the Governor General, re- 
questing that the Turkish Government take urgent steps to pro- 
tect the employees of the American Company, and insisting upon 
the arrest and severe punishment of Velish Agha and his cohorts. 
After an exchange of telegrams between the Governor General 
and the Kaimakam of Kefertherim, and betwen the Consulate and 
the officials of the Company at Alexandretta, whereby it was 
shown that the Turkish officials were not giving due protect- 
ion to American interests, the Governor General was induced 
to telegraph to the Kaimakam at Kefertherim to render all nec-~ 
essary aid to the Company and its employees, and also to write 
officially to the Attorney General of Aleppo Vilayet complain- 
ing against the court officials at Kefertherim and asking that 
strict instructions be sent them to the end that due justice 
be given the Company in their prosecution of Velish Aghe and 
his associates. Thereupon the Attorney General telegraphical- 
ly strongly reprimanded the President of the Yefertherim tri- 
bunal, and instructed him to aceekerate the prosecution of the 
case begun by the Company against Velish Agha and others for 

their 


= 


their action in depriving the Company of its rights. More re- 
cent reports indicate that the Company's interests are being 
respected. 

March 25th, 1910, Rev. Fred. Field Goodsell, President 
of Central Turkey College, an American educational institution 
at Aintab, communicated to the Consulate to the effect that 
grave discourtesies were made by the Turkish Post Master at 
that place to the Americans, and that the Post Master was giv- 
en to drunkenness and general incompetency. The Consulate 
made an official protest to the Aleppo Government against the 
actions of the Post Master, and requested an investigation by 
the Post Master General of the Vilayet, to the end that if the 
charges were sustained the said official should be removed. The 
Post Master General accordingly ordered an inspector to Aintab 
to make the necessary investigation. 

March 28th, 1910, the Embassy addressed a communication 
to this Consulate commending the efforts taken in connection 
attempts of the Ottoman American Developement Company to secure 
the concession for a railway between Aleppo and the Mediter- 


ranean. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Copy hereof sent to the Embassy. 
Copy hereof sent to the Consulate General. 


att + ” , 
BG 4 Nedf 
‘ MNO4S May By 1920, 
ie 
Q 
Jeees B. Jackson, Sequire, ‘NC 
Amertean Consul, NS 
Aleppo, Syria. S 
Siz: 


I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, number 112, 
of the 15th ultimo, enclosing o resume of the incidents cogurring 
in connection with the protection of Americans and American interest: 
in four consular Jistrigp during March, 1920. 

The Department notes that you will hereefter sent« brief 
resume of such affeire et the ond of each month, Pa 

Tt will not be necessary to send such reports im duplicate ~ 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
For Mr, Knox: 


a a 


Deeg neres by 
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, TELEGRAM RECEIVED. PLAIN WY 
Be 


en FromBoston,, MAB, 
Ne 3 “May 16, 1910, 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


MAY 16 1910 


DIVISION OF 
NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS. 


havnt 7h 


Becrewny of State, 
a 


sine 


AvVExaAG XaaNT 


Albanians Anerica held great indignation meeting 
Sunday evening at Knigits of Honor Hell in Boston, under 
euspices Nationalist society "Ressi,* Delegates sent from 
all states, Following resolution proposed by Paik Bey 
Konitza, seconded by Rev, Father Fan Noli eens 
adopted: 

Meeting expresses indignation, horror at MASSACTESE 
Albanian women, children, by Turkish Amy, Stigmatizes 
conduct Turkish Government as barbarous, dishonorable, 
"Thanks Times" for counsels moderation to furkey, "Stigy 
matizes Paris Temps" for having in leading articles incited 
Turks massacre Albanians", Sends greetings Chief Issa 
Boletin, Captain General confederated Albanians clens, and 
expresses admiration for = chivalry national Alben- 


&S AV 
‘Gallia 


Index Bu.—No. 51 


4 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 


2nd 
From Boston, fess, Mey 16, 8345 


~ 


ieans Amy, Begs great powers have compassion imocent 
blood women children and stop massacres by timely inteny 
vention and expresses conviction bmiy solution Albanian 
question autonomy with Issa Boletin as sesicmiatied 
governor, +) yours respectfully, 


SALVATOR LEZI, 
oe Chaiimsn Society "Bessi", 
86 1/2 Warrenton street, 


att 


Deciphered by 


Index Bu.— No. 51 


" > Ww * 
N 
May 21, 19120. NN 
»®S 
My. Salvatore Lesi, KYW 
Chairman, Society "Bessi”, ™D 
ma, 


864 Varrenton Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
B4x: 

The Department acknowledges the receipt of your tele~- 
gram of the 16th instant communiceting the purport of the 
resolutions adopted at a meoting held at Boston on the L6th 
inetent, under the auspices of the Nationalist Society "Bessi", 
in reference to the disturbances in Albania. 

The Department is glad to be able to inform you that 
it has reopived no confirmation from the American representa 
tives in Turkey of the newspaper reports of elleged massacre 
of women and children in Albania. 

Iam, Str, 

Your obedient servant, 
y bsg 


Acsistan Secretary of State. 


A true copy of 
the signed orle- 


"By 


Division of Infor atx 


DEPARTMENT OF STATH, 


VW. 


AMERICAN EMBASSY, 
De Ne. 135° ST. PETERSBURG. MAY 16 1910 
DIYISION OF 
5 OS NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
“AY . ) e 
ate April 30, 1910. 
aS 


#2508 XUANT 


re 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


SIR: 


I have the honor to state that the Albanian rising, while 
being watched with the greatest attention Mmm, seems, up to 
the present, to be creating no uneasiness here, Alarmist opin- 
iens of the Austro-Hungarian journals are quoted with surprise 
and verbal comment indicates no anxiety as to the ability ef 
Turkey to pacify the disaffected districts, | 

The press generally is disposed to lay the deliberation 
of the Turkish movements to over caution, and to the necessity 
of a successful campaign in order to prevent disorders in other 
Provinces and a re-grouping of reactionary elements at home, 


The Novee Vremya characterizes the appeal to arms as inspired 


by ignorance and selfishness , while the Rossia, the semi-effi- 
cial organ of the Government, declines to regard seriously Al- 
‘banian aspirations for political autonomy, and blames the 


leaders of the revolt for a non-realization of the great part 
| Albania 


Re 


Albania might play in the progress of the new Turkey. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Badtaala 


Chargé d' Affaires. 


~\ 
Kay 16, 1920, “N 
SS 


The Honorable 
Oscar S,. Straus, 
American Ambassador, 


Cortstantinople,. 


I enclose for your information a copy of a despatch 
from the American Fmbasey et St. Petersburg reporting in 
reforence to Russian sentiment on the uprising in Albania, 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


PC Maas 


Enolosure: 


No. 135 of April 30, 1910, from 
“mbassy at St. Petersburg. 


1°044/292 


3G ] 


sy 

A true copy of | 
| the signed orig- 
| inal. 


May 18, 1910. 


George Post Wheeler, Esquiro, 
American Cherge d' Affaires, 


St. Petersburg. 


I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, 
number 135, of the 30th ultimo, recorting in reforence to 
Russian sentiment on the uprising in Albania. 

A copy of your despatch has been transmitted to the 
Ambassador at Constantinople. 

4 on, Six, 


Your obedient servant, 


POAiLay 


10044 /292 


3G ies 


Pus Cypy oA 


wie bigness Iryg 


Beil 


PAY 4 3, pee 


MAY 16,1910, 
DIVISION O 
NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS. 


1 


rkey April 7,1910, 


SuBJEcT: Transmitting Repert on Battle 
between Turkish Troops and Allied 


Muntefik Arabs, for Reference to.. 
Intelligence Bureau,War Departmént ~ 


THE HonoraB_e q / "Ss. 


ASS\SFANF SECRETARY OF STATE, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to enclose herewith, for 
the information of the Intelligence Bureau Wer Dex “e He. 
partment, an account of the battle of Shatra, March 


135th, , between the Turkish forces under Yusuf Pasha, 


i 

and the allied tribes of the Muntefik Arabs, we ne 
; se) 

Grave apprehension is felt in official cir- oo 3 
Cles at Bagdad that the present continued disturb- s 


" ances in South Mesopotamia may eventually lead to 
an organized and aggressive resistance to Turkish 
authority. 

¥ have the honor to be,Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
Be 


American Consul 


Enclosure: 


Detailed Report on Arab 
Troubles in Shatra, 


AMERICAN CONSULATE © * 
Bagdad ,Turkey,April 7,1910, 


Hon, Oscar 8, Straus, Cor f 


American Ambassador, A GAN Gt Bret tht , 


I have the honor to submit herewith details of 
the situation at Shatra,based on a report made to me by 
the American Missionary,Rev, John Van Ees,who has lately 
left Bassorah for the United States. Mr Van Kss was 
in Shatra at the time of the battle,and his account is 
therefore no doubt authentic, He says in substance: 


Shatra is a town of about S000 people located on 
the Shat-el-Hai, about 20 miles from the Euphrates. It 
stands about in the center of a district called by the 
Arabs "Montefik", meaning a "confederation", This con- 
federation consists of many tribes,which were ruled by 
the Séidoon family till some 50 years ago. About 40 
years ago the Turkish Government was called on by one 
of the Sheiks to subdue disturbances; since that time 
Turkish troops--hominally,at least--have occupied the 
country, Five years ago the Government attempted 
to collect baxk taxes from the Hatcham Arabs, who reside 
near Suk-el-Shiukh, The attempt was unsuccessful ,and 
Mukhlus Pasha and 12 regiments of soldiers were badly 
defeated, When the other tribes saw that the Govern- 
ment was unable to force its demands, they likewise re- 
fused to pay taxes. In the Spring of 1909, the Turks 
again attempted to settle tribal disturbances and collect 
taxes due from the Arabs around the Tigris town of Amar- 
ah, Yusuf Pasha,the Military Commander, after great 
difficulty succeeded in turning one tribe against another 
and by this means broke the back of the rebellion. 

During last "Ramadan" feast-- September ,1909--- Mus- 
tafa Pasha was sent to the Gharaf region to subdue the 
tribes and collect the back taxes. After strenuous 
measures at Hai he went on down to Nasrieh,where he at- 
tacked the Fssarij Arabs. To the astonishment of every 
one familiar with the equipment of the desert and swamp 
dwelling Arabs, he was defeated. Mustafa Pasha was 
then recalled,and Yusuf Pasha placed in command of the 
Turkish troops in the ontefik country. Yusuf Pasha at 
once proceeded to Shatra,with 5 regiments of soldiers 
and one battery of artillery. Upon his arrival there, 
he collected all the Sheiks of the neighborhood,and bound 
them under oath to stand by the Turkish Government. 

About a quarter of a mile outside Shatra isg¢e small 
tribe of Arabs called the Senajir,whose Sheik is named 
Khayoon ibn Obeid. It ha@ been the policy cf Yusuf 
Pasha at Amarah to turn one tribe against another by 

favorable 


coeuell 


ee en | 


eweeQZowe-o OQ: 


favorable terms with regard to land leases. Ali el Kha- 
foor, the Sheik of another tribe of Arabs near Shatra, 
numbering about 2000 rifles, promised Yusuf Pasha his 
aid on condition that he be given the lease of the dis- 
trict of Khayoon, Accordingly Yusuf Pasha on the 12th 
of March (1910) sent 15 gendarmes to assault the fort of 
Khayeoon, with the intention of securing the place for El 
Kha foor, The gendarmes were maltreated and sent back. 
The next morning,March 15th.,Yusuf Pasha placed two 
regiments of soldiers,with two cannon, in the ditches 
outside of Shatra; on the right wing he placed 200° 
furkish Cavalry, and between the Cavalry and the Infan- 
try he placed the "Hlbu Shemkee",-- a small tribe number- 
ing about 250 rifles. Yusuf Pasha had expected to be 
faced by the Sunagir Arabs alone; but in an hour at least 
5000 more Arabs had come from all directions to assist 


the Senajir. After an hour's firing on the part of 
the soldiers and assault was made on the Arabs,who re- 
treated under heavy fire. At this moment the left 


wing of the Arabs pretended to flee from the Turkish 
Cavalry, whose attention was thus drawn in another di- 
rection, The Klbu Shemkee at this. moment also broke 
and fled,deserting the Turkish forges. The united Arab 
forces now surrounded the two regiments of Turkish sol- 
diers, and poured a heavy flank fire upon them, Major 
Abdul Nhadur Fffendie,one Captain and two Lieutenants, 
and 31 soldiers of the Turkish force were killed, 34 
were wounded, The Turkish soldiers now broke ranks 
and fled back to Shatra, All day long,March lith, the 
Turks who had again occupied Shatra kept up a heavy fire 
from their fort at the edge of town,from the minaret of 
the mosque, and from their barracks, After nightfall 
the Arab forces united once more,and rushed the town from 
an unguarded quarter. Throughout the night they kept 
up a fire,though the Turkish troops, being well protected 
behind mudwalls,suffered little. At daybreak of March & 
14th the plundering of the bazaar began,and went on all 
day, The Senajir and Elbu Shemkhee tribes did most of 
the plundering,and itm is said Turkish soldiers also 
assisted, About 4 in the afternoon Yusuf Pasha ordered 
his troops to cease firing; almost immediately most of 
the armed Arabs withdrew from Shatra, Plundering con- 
tinued, however,till far in the night. Goods to the exten 
of $300,000 were stolen, The next day Khayoon inform- 
ed Yusuf Pasha that he,Khayoon,would desist from the 
assault and further plundering,if given immnity; he laid 
down as further condition,however,that the Blbu Shemkhee 
be expelled from Shatra. Yusuf Pasha refused to agree 
to these terms, An armistice was declared for three 
days, It was reported that a tribe named Beni Re- 
chab were on the way to assist the Government, but were 
stopped by order of the Authorities. 

Mr Van Ess further states: 

"I left the town(Shatra) on March 16th,under the 
proteetion of tribal(Arab) guides,and everywhere noticed 
the intention of hostilities toward the Government,with 
the purpose of becoming independent. I believe all the 
tribes are firmly united,and determined to expel the Turk 
ish Government. The Turks now plan to bring a larger 
force,and attempt to subdue the Arabs. But this task is 
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- @ tremendous one, and will to my mind require at least 

16,000 soldiers, And the soldiers should be from oth- 

er parts of the country---Anatolia,Albania and Syria. 

The Turkish authority is ridiculed everywhere except 

in the towns, but from half way between Nasreih and 

Bassorah everything is quiet and the roads are safe. 

I hear Yusuf Pasha will be courtmartialled,and that 

matters are to remain in statu quo till the arrival 

of Wadhim Pasha,the-new Vali of Bagdad*, ‘ 
(Signed) J, Van Ees, 


ee ee & 


Nadhim Pasha is reported at Beirut,on his way to 
Bagdad, 


Mr Dods,the Acting American Consular Agent at Bas- 
sorah,writes,in connection with the Shatra situation: 


"The position is undoubtedly serious for the Turke; 
but they have always shown so much resource in getting 
out of similar difficulties, that I am doubtful whether 
they will go to the expense of sending a Division of 
Troops (into the swampy lands) at such an unfavorably tim 
of the year, The spring rises are shortly due,and the 
Arabs can disperse in their canoes like miste---if they 
find a force sent against them too strong to be success- 
fully attacked, If the Turks really intend to subdue 
the Montefik, the only time of the year in which they 
can operate successfully is in the Autumn,when operations 
can be confined to the river! tuphrates & Hai) and the 
surrounding dry country. Not in the spring,when the 
Arabs have the advantage of miles of swamp and flooded 
GOUNSKY "ccc eecvess 

"I have private information that Plague has appeared 
at Bushire,Persian Gulf; as soon as this is certain,I 
will telegraph you", 

(Signed) Sem'l Dods. 


Grave apprehension is felt in official circles at 
Bagdad that the disturbances in South Mesopotamia may 
gradually increase,till they take the form of an organ- 
ized and aggressive resistance to Turkish authority. The 
neighboring troubles in Persia,and continued rumors of 
Turkish troubles on the northern frontier,seems to have 
a disturbing effect on the Arabs of Rastern Arabia, 

Nawab Ali Khan,a Shia,now living at Bagdad,but who 
once resided at Teheran,and who is acquainted with the 
Persian religious leaders who make their headquarters at 
the Holy Cities of Nedjef and Kerbela, told me this week 
that an ecclesiastical order had been issued by the Holy 
men at Nedjef,urging all loyal Persians to arm themselves 
and drive the Russians from Persia. This war,to be a 
Holy one,would of course absolve all who fell fighting, 
and insure their swift passage to Paradise. Nawab Ali Kha 
is one of the Indian Prices,descendants of the King of 
Aoud,whom the Rritish exiled here mene years ago. I tell 
‘ the rumor for what it is worth. 

I have the honor to be,Sir, 


AN 


Your obedient Ser am orm hiner 


American Consul. 
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Hone Elihu Root, 

Washington, D.C. 
Denar Sir: : 
As our former efficient Secretary of State ve are s 
that you are cognizant of the many phases of the pdlitical 
Situation in Huropean Turkey at the present time under the go- 
called new regimee We wonder if you are aware that about 24000 \® 
Albanians have left their homes in the Balkan peniasula and fhave 
become residents of tne United States. We have about three 
dred of these people in Jarestown at the present time. They 
are joining with the other Albanians of the United States in a 
united protest to tne Turkisn Government against the unjust and 
cruel massacre of tneir countrymen in Albania. 


ha! 


From sincere and earnest Christian men as well as from 
Anerican missionaries we have learned the true causes of this 
oppression. The Turkish government seems to fear the provess 
of the Albanian peonle and in its endeavor to bring them into 
more complete Bubjection it nas laid the following oppressive 
burdens upon theme 


; 1. It has ordered that the Albanian language shall be 
written witn tie Arabic alphabet, characters adapted only to 
represent Semetic languages, and utterly insdequate for use in 

languages of the Latin family. This mandate means the des- 
truction of the mother tongue of the Albanians. 
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2e It has increased ratner than diminished the over- 
whelming burden of taxation laid upon ther by the former Sultan 
Aoiul Hamid II. In many districts we are assured the taxes 
aggregate 25 and 30%. This to ar already imvoverisned people 
neans ultimately absolute ruin. 
3e It nas witha unscrupulous cunning used the professed 
:rivileges cf the restored constitution to bind new end unex- 
sected cturiens upon the oeceple wnile withnoluiag justice and 
ever tae crotection of life and property. 


As 2 result of these measures employed by tne government 
&@ nunber of men in tue sifferen+ districts have refused military 
service dem.ing it necessary to remain at home that tne lives 
cf tcse denenient upon them may be preserved and orotectei. 
Since 75% of tne seconu anu tuird army coros are Alranians these 
men believe the Albanians are furrisning tneir full quota of 
soldiers. j 

These conditions nave resulted in a cruel war ageinst 
Al‘a.ians in certain districts ana tue devastation of theiz 
isad, *esides the massacre of defenseless women eri children. 


You are probably aware thet it was threveh the efforts 
of the second and third army corns that Abdul Harii II was 
detaroned anu tae constitution restored ani thus far maintained. 


Tas undersigned American citizens have been appointed 
a Committee by the Alvanian resiients of Jamestown to ask you 
whetcer there is anything that can te uoiie by our government 
to alleviate tnese conditions. We believe tnat with your 
yroad knowleuge of international affairs and with your strong 
sympathy for tne orvresseu you may be adle to open the way to 
possible means of relief. 


We trust tnet this matter vill receive your tnoughtful 
ani earnest atteution. 


We are sincerely yours, 


)Committee 
 ciethmmubesshea 
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Cr an 
St, 2cretary . 


7 MATA 
Jamestown, N.Y. 


FREE. 
ED STATES SENATE, 


WASHINGTON. 


The Honorable 


The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D- C. 


Al 


May 25, 1910. 


Me. S. Arthur Baldwiny Seoretary, 
KEbesdan Committee, 
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219 Main Strde$, Jamestown, UH. Y. 
Sir: 

‘Mhe-Departuent acknowledges the receipt, by reforence 
from The lionorable Elina Root, of the letter, dated the 
14th inetant, from the oommittee appodimted by the Albanian 
residents of Jamestown, Kew York, in reference to the dis- 
turbences in Albania. 

I am gled to be able to infors you that the Department 


hag received no confirmetion from the American representa- 
thves in Turkey of the newspaper reporte of the elleged 
‘massacre of women and chijdren in Albania. 

i am, Sir, 


Your obedient ag of 


Assiotant Secretary of State. 
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Political affairs in Turkey. 


Note: 


See 17778/17 for: 


From Turkey, #173, May 16, 1910: 
Complains that all negotiations with the Sublime 


Porte have become much more dilatory, complicated and ‘s 
diffioult since the establishment of the New Régime of NN 


Constitutionaliem. 


DEPARTMENT OF S'TATH, 


yen" 190 
No. 14. DIVISION OF 
-~* NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS. 
187 AMERICAN CONS * 


Aleppo, Syria, May 6th 


SusBsect: Protection of Americans and American Inter- 
ests in the Consular District of Aleppo, Syria, during the 
month of April, 1910. 


| Melawasbalyel by pores 


| ue 2,VP10, 
FAL 
THE HONORABLE " CEG. 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


I have the honor to herewith enclose a report, in dup- 
licate, of the efforts of this Consulate toward the protect- 
ion of Americans and American Interests in the Consular Dis- . 
trict of Aleppo during the month of April, 1910, with the ™ s 
request that one copy hereof be referred to the Division of 3 
Near Eastern Affairs for its information. 

Copies of said report have been forwarded to the Embassy 


and Consulate General at Constahtinople, respectively. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures ;: 


Report in Duplicate. 


! 
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ewe with despatch No. 124, 
May 6th, 1910, 
AMERIGAN OGONSULATE, 


Aleppo, Syria, May 6th, 1910, 


Subject:- Protection to Americans and American Interests, 
during the month of April, 1910. 


The Honorable 
Assistant Secretary Of Stete, 
Washington, D. G. 
Siri- 


I have the honor te report that on April 3rd, 1910, (Sun- 
day), the loeal Manager of the American MacAnirews & Forbes 
Company, Mr. Beard, called at this Gonsulate and reported that 
29 camels in the employ of the Company had been seized by the 
Turkish Military authorities for the transportation of supplies 
to the interior. : 

The Consulate at once sent a Dragoman to the Governor- 
General to protest against this arbitrary action, and to insist 
upon the immediate release and return of the camels. after a 
vigorous presentation of the case, the Governor-General gave 
the necessary orders to the proper quarter and the 29 camels 
were returned to the Company. | | 

April 27th, 1910, Mr. W, H. Sligh, representing the De- 
partment of Terrestrial Magnetism, of the Carnegie Institute, 
Washington, D. C., @alled at the Consulate, and presenting cre- 
dentials issued by the Minister of the Interior of the Ottoman 
Goverment, requested the Consulate's assistance in securing 
permission to take observations within the Vilayet of Alepype. 

The 


-2- 


The Consulate thereupon communisated with the Governor-General, 
asking him to grant permission for that purpose, which was con- 
plied with, and Mr. Sligh, after taking observations at Aleppo, 
departed upon his mission, proceeding to Killis, Marash, Beped- 
jik, Aintab, and on to the Vilayet of Adana. | 

April 30th, 1910, Mr. D. Lorimer, Manager of the Macsn- 
drews & Forbes Gompany, the American licorice root exporters, 
reported that Mr. Brabender, the sub-manager for the district 
of Antioch, while journeying from Mastepe to Kefert-Kherin, 
accompanied by a guard, had been attacked by seven armed men 
during the night of April 16th, and that his horse had been 
wounded, and a bullet had passed through the hat of his guari, 
and that it was with great difficulty that Mr, Brabender and 
his guard escaped. 

A personal visit was made to the Governor-General, and 
& vigoroum protest was lodged against this set of briganiage 
against the representative of the American concern, with the 
result that the Governor-General promised to issue strict 
orders for the arrest and punishment of the guilty parties. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Ane 
Ameri ‘ 

Copy hereof sent to the Embassy at Constant 
Copy hereof sent to the Consulate General at Constantinople. 


(Copy). File No. 
No. 124. 
AMERICAN CONSULATE, 
Aleppo, Syria, May 6th, 1910. 
Subject:- Protection of Americans and American Interests, 


in the Consular District of Aleppo, Syria, during the month 
of April, 1910, 


The Honorable 
Assistant Secretary Of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
‘sir: 


I have the honor to herewith enclose a report, in dupli- 
cate, of the efforts of this Consulate toward the protection 
of Americans and American interests in the Consular District 
of Aleppo during the month of April, 1910, with the request 
that one copy thereof ber referred to the Division of — 
Eastern Affairs for its information. | 

Copies of said report have been forwarded to the Bmbassy 


and Consulate General at Constantinople, respectively. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


schur0om, 
Amer iceni Co Ud we 


Enclosures: 


Report in duvlicate. 


Enclosure with despatch No. 124, 
dated May 6th, 1910. 


AMERICAN CONSULATE, 
Aleppo, Syria, May 6th, 1910. 


Subject:- Protection to Americans and American Interests, 
during the month of April, 1910, 


The Honorable 
Assistant Seoretary Of Stete, 
Washington, D. C. 
Siri+ 


I have the honor to report that on April Srd, 1910, (Sun- 
day), the local Manager of the Amerioan MacAndrews & Forbes 
Company, Mr. Beard, called at this Consulate and reported that 
29 camels in the employ of the Company had been seigzged by the 
Turkish Military authorities for the transportation of supplies 
to the interior. 

The Consulate at once sent a Dragoman to the Governor- 
General to protest against this arbitrary action, and to insist 
upon the immediate release and return of the camels. After a 
vigorous presehtation of the case, the Governor-General gave 
the necessary orders to the proper quarter and the 29 camels 
were returned to the Company. 

April 27th, 1910, Mr. W. H. Sligh, representing the De- 
partment of Terrestrial Magnetism, of the Carnegie Institute, 
Washington, D. C., called at the Consulate, and presenting cre- 
dentials issued by the Minister of the Interior of the Ottoman 
Government, requested the Consulate's assistance in securing 
permission to take observations within the Vilayet of Aleppo. 

The 


The Consulate thereupon communicated with the Governor-General, 
asking him to grant permission for that purpose, which was com- 
plied with, and Mr. Sligh, after taking observations at Aleppo, 
departed upon his mission, proceeding to Killis, Maresh, Beped- 
jik, Aintab, and on to the Vilayet of Adana. 

April 30th, 1910, Mr. D. Lorimer, Manager of the MacAn-~ 
drews & Forbes Company, the American licorice root exporters, 
reported that Mr. Brabender, the sub-manager for the district 
of Antioch, while journeying from Mastepe to Kefert~Kherim, 
accompanied by a guard, had been attecked by seven armed men 
during the night of April 16th, and that his horse had been 
wounded, and a bullet had passed through the hat of his guard, 
and that it was with great difficulty that Mr, Brabender and 
his guard escaped. 

A personal visit was made to the Governor-General, and 
@ vigorous protest was lodged against this act of brigandage 
against the representative of the American concern, with the 
result that the Governor-General promised to issue strict 


orders for the arrest and punishment of the guiity parties. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Copy hereof sent to the Emba t Const ople. 


Copy hereof sent to the Consulate General at Constantinople. 


AMERICAN EMBASSY, 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 


Subject: A brief Review of the 
Cretan and Albanian Troubles. 
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The Honorable 
” The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
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Sirs 


I find it, as a rule, very unsatisfactory to 
send you an account of the political conditions, in so 
much as by the time the report reaches you the conditions 
in most cases have changed or taken on quite a different 
phase. There are two questions at the present time that 
are causing considerable anxiety and unrest. They are the 
affairs in Crete, and the Albanian resistance or uprising. 
These disturbances naturally make the task of the new régime 
even more difficult, and contribute to the reactionary feel- 


© 


ing 
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ing that to a more or less extent pervades the Empire. 

The chronic insurrection in Crete for some seventy 
years past is a matter of history. In 1898 the four 
Powers: Great Britain, Russia, France ,and Italy,in order to 
allay the uprising in the island, intervened and constituted 
the island into a semi-autonomous government under the sue 
zerainty of the Porte. According to the census of 1900, the 
inhabitants of Crete numbered 310,185, of whom 269 ,848 are 
Christians and 33,496 are Mohammedans; in other words, the 
Christian population is about eight times larger than the 
Mohammedan. 

Since the withdrawal last year of the military of 
the four protecting Powers, the Christian element has become 
more and more aggressive in word and in gotien fer annexa-= 
tion to Greece. The present Assembly of Crete, recently 
elected, consists of 130 deputies of whom 114, some three 
weeks ago, under the leadership of Venigélos, took an oath 
of allegiance to the King of Greece.Some time prior to this 
the Cretans elected deputies to represent them in the Na- 
tional Assembly which King George was forced to convoke un= 
der the domination of the Military League of on The 
Porte made it known that if these Cretan deputies should be 
permitted by Greece to enter the National Assembly, this . 
would be regarded by the Ottoman Government as a casus belli, 
Similar information was given to the four protecting Powers 
which made a reply that the status quo would be maintained, 
and that the oath of allegiance taken by the Cretan deputies 
to the King of Greece is regarded as of no effect, and that 
the Mohammedan deputies of the Cretan Assembly who had been 
excluded by the majority, because they refused to swear al- 
Jentaces to the King of Greece, shall be readmitted to the 
National Assembly. 


le) 


This condition 
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. This condition has inflamed public opinion and the 
Ottoman press. They demand that the Government take some 
decisive and positive step to reassert and re-establish the 
Ottoman sovereignty, as it was before the disturbances 
above referred to took place. Rifaat Pasha, the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, who together with the Hereditary 
Prince, Yousouf Izeddin, were appointed to represent the 
Turkish Government at the funeral of King Edward, accord= 
ing to press reports has had conferences upon this subject 
with the British and the French Ministers for Foreign Af~ 
fairs. At the present writing, the condition appears to 
be that while the four Powers have renewed assurances that 
the status quo would be maintained, the authorities in 
Crete become more and more aggressive in an effort to over- 
throw the Turkish sovereignty, and move towards autonomy 
and bring about a closer relation with Greece. 

While this Cretan affair was developing and becom= 
ing more and more acute, the effort of the new régime to 
bring about reform in Albania has met with serious resist- 
ance. I referred to the beginning of this uprising and 
the causes thereof in my Number 138 of April llth. Since 
then, conditions have grown worse and the insurrection 
has spread; 80 much so that about three weeks ago Mahmoud 
Chevket Pasha, who was commander-in-chief of the Army of 
Occupation which took possession of Constantinople on the 
24th of April 1909, and who is popularly called the savior 
of the Constitution. and is now the Minister of War, has 
despatched, as near as can be ascertained, from twenty-~ 
five to thirty thousand of the best troops of the Empire 
to Upper Albania, and has gone there to take command in 


person and to endeavor to bring about a cessation of hos-~ 


° titities. 
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tilities. The reports that reach here are indefinite and 
unreliable, and there is naturally an attempt on the part 
of the authorities to minimize the gravity of the situation. 
There are almost daily conflicts between the Army and the 
Albanians. No reliable estimate has been given of the num-~ 
ber of killed and wounded on each side. The reports state 
that in the battle to clear the Katchanik pass, the controll- 
ing point in Upper Albania, near Uskub, no less than five 
hundred Albanians were killed, but the casualties among the 
Government troops were ike “teak. There is no doubt that the 
Government troops being better equipped and better organized 
than the Albanian insurgents defeat them when battle is 
joined, but the insurrection immediately reappears as soon as 
the soldiers pass on to another locality. It must be remem- 
bered that this is a mountainous country, and that the Alban~ 
ians are adepts in guerrilla warfare. 

The Albanians under the 01d régime were very much 
pampered by Sultan Abdul Hamid who fostered their pride by 
having for his body guard a regiment selected from their 
midst. They have been very properly described as a pastoral 
and hunting people, living under a patriarchal and a feudal 
régime, without education, without literature, and without 
highways. It is impossible to change their habits of genera- 
tions except by slow degrees. The new régime presents itself 
to them under the form of military service and additional 
taxes. 

The present crisis is grave, and the longer it 
lasts the more serious is its piaattsdixe. There are a 
great many Bulgarians in Macedonia who have caused consi-= 


derable unrest among the people of their race in Bulgaria; 


and it is 
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and it is not without the realm of probability that if this 
condition of affairs continues, the Bulgarian people will 
force their Government to take some aggressive action. Re- 
‘ports’ come from Athens that Albanian delegates are at pres- 
ent there who have proposed to the Hellenic Government that 
it cooperate with the insurgents in their struggle to over- 
throw the Ottoman dominion; and several of the Greek news- 
papers are advocating this combination. While it is not 
likely that the Government of Greece will lend itself to 
nites a scheme, at the same time it is quite probable that 
Greek bands will join with the insurgents. 

These serious political disturbances naturally 
overshadow other considerations, and have the effect of 
delaying, if not arresting, other and lesser diplomatic 
negotiations. Under the circumstances, I deemed it best, 
until this crisis is over, not to press the negotiations 
of the Embassy too urgently at this time, but await a more 
opportune occasion when the present conditions, which are 


serious if not acute, have been allayed, 


IT have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: — 


Duplicate of the above despatch, . 


DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. oO | 
DIVISION OF NEAR a y/, AIRS. 
bi ss. 


Division of ear Eastern Affa 
April 28, 1910. 


woe Guwe : 
The establishment of the constitutional regime in 
key has opened the door to great commercial opportunitie 
The new government has sought the counsel of a number off 
foreigners who are employed in the various departments 
of the government to aid in the reorganization and the 
development of the country. The ministry of Finance is | 
assisted by a Commission for Financial Reforms composed 
of an Bnglishman, an Italian, and a Frenchman. It also 
employs a Director General of Financial Inspection who 
is a Frenchman and a personal advisor of the Minister, 
M. Charles Laurent, formerly of the financial bureau of 
the French Government. The Chief of the Customs Service 
is an Englishman, who previously occupied a similar 
position in the Egyptian dustoms service. The Minis- 
try of War employs a large number of Germans, the most 
important of whom is von der Goltz Pasha, Colonel Gene- 
ral of the German army- The Minister of Marine is aided 
by five British officers, designated for this work by 
the British navy. The Director General of Posts, Tele- 


graphs, and Telephones is a Belgiane There are other 
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officers employed in minor capacities in various depart- 
ments- It is a matter of great regret that no American 
has been employed by the government since the withdrawal 
of Bucknam Pasha as advisor to the Ministry of Marine, 
because it is very evident that the presence of these 
foreigners in official position with the Turkish Govern. 
ment has been of very great value commercially to their 
respective countries, as it is only natural that they 


should 
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should enthtsiastically endeavor to forward by any means 
within their power the commercial as well asJpolitical in 
terests of the countries they represent. The United States 
should enjoy a specially favored position in the commercial 
development of Turkey, not only because pf the well recog- 
nized high-grade quality of American products and the espe- 
cial commercial ability of Americans, but also because of Bb 
the important fact that the United States has no political 
ends to serve in the Turkish Empire- It would seem most 
urgent that an active campaign should be carried on, 80 far 
as can properly be done, ‘through the American diplomatic 
and consular representatives, to obtain special advantages 
for American interests, and an important factor in this 
campaign would be the presence of some Americans in the 
employ of the Turkish Government. One very important field 
for exploitation and investment is that of mines, the inter- 
lor of Asia Minor and other portions of the Empire being ex 
tremely rich in mineral resources, according to reliable in 
formation. These resources have been undeveloped up to the 
present time owing to the lack of proper guarantees for life 
and property under the old Turkish regime. This would seem 
to offer a special field for American enterprise, and it 
would be most fortunate if the Turkish Government could be 
induced to request the services of some American mineral- 
ogist or mining engineer of prominence who could wisely ad- 
vise the government as to the development of these wonder- 
ful mineral resources. Until recently an Italian was em 
ployed as Engineer-in-Chief of the Administration of Mines. 
His work was apparently of no special value, and he has now 
resigned. It would seem opportune to consider the advisa- 


bility of seeking to secure, if possible, the designation 


of an 
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of an American as his successor, and the Department of 
State might properly use its good offices to this end. 
Perhaps the most effective way to approach the subject 
would be through an informal suggestion by the Secretary 
of State to be made to the Turkish diplomatic represente 
ative in Washington, who undoubtedly would be very glad 
to take up the matter direct with his government. This 
would have the advantage of avoiding direct competition 
at Constantinople amongst the various foreign diplomatic 
missions, if it became known that the Embassy had acted 
in the matter, as all such matters usually are not kept 
secrete But a private inquiry of this nature, made through 
the Turkish diplomatic representative in Washington, might 
have the confidential consideration of the competent au- 
thorities at Constantinople without obtaining unfortunate 
publicity, and possibly bring about in a quiet expeditious 
manner the selection of an American representative as ad- 
visor in the Ministry of Mines, Forests, and Agriculture. 
At the same time it would be well to point out that 
the Turkish Government in the reorganization of its schools 
and general system of education might be glad to avail it- 
self of the services of a competent American educational 
authority as advisor to the Ministry of Public Education, 
where his influence in aiding American interests and pres- 
tige would be of undoubted value. The extreme importance 
of the presence of foreigners in the service of the Turkish » 
Government for the forwarding of the interests of the coun- 
tries they represent cannot be too much emphasized or even 
C@xaggerated, and the United States skould not remain at a 


distinct disadvantage in this respect. 
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PARTMENT OF STATE. 
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oe 1, 1910. 


| Dear Mr. Wilson: 


Herewith draft of 
: telegram to Ambassador 
tg Baga yer nen aeyecnt- 
me of a mining expert. 
While it is possible that 
action will be taken by 
Turkish Government dur- 
the recess of Parlia- 
ment I think the Ambassador 
should be posted in regard 
to our position in the 
matter,in case the question 
is brdéached to him, 


TELEGRAM SENT.. t/ey. 


Department of State, 


r LA egton, 1, 1910 
iw? » TG I, . 
5 JUL " (2 noon Lotrvi 


Amembassy . 
Constantinople. 3 
\ Gontidentiar: F 
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Turkish Ambéssador | in _ this! oity| has |strongly | reocomme 
to|the Sublime Porte thet| the United States| be | requested| to 
designate an American\ mining | expert \ for | appointment by \Ottoman 
Government | as jadviser \to| Minister loz Mines land |Foreste. | 

Such |re quest| would be | heartily| 


welcomea| by Department jana | 
every effort [would be |maae| to effect |prompt| designation (ot |oom- 
petent ‘expert. - 
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' ee | 
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No. 138. 


SuBueer: "Protection of Americans and American 
\ 
Interests during the ménth of May 1910. 


THE HONORABLE 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to herewith submit an extract of 
records in regard to the protection of American Interests 
in this Consular District, as registered in the Miscella- 
neous Record Book of this Consulate during the month of 
May 1910. 

I have the honor to,be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
American Vice & Deputy Consul. 
Sr aN pit 
Enclosure: 


The aboce stated extract . 


posived JUN 21 1910 
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AMERIGAN CONSULATE, 
Aleppo, Syria, June 8, 1910. 


PROTECTION TO AMER TOANSAND AMERICAN INTERESTS 
DURING THE MONTH OF MAY 1910. 


Intervention in favor of Phe Mac Andrews & Forbes Gom e 


On May 14th, 1910, the Embassy ,at Constantinople, 
asked telegraphically this Consulate to report on status 
of the Licorice root station of Awakia, in this Consular 
district, whwre trouble is reported by The Mac Andrews & 
Forbes Company's representative to be still continuing. 

After investigation, it was ascertained that all troub. 
le had ceasd at that place since the date the Governor 
General of Aleppo had, on the request of this Consulate, 
given strict orders to the Authorities of Kefertherin to 
protect the Company's work and emplyees. However, the ac- 
tion begun by the Company with the Kefertherin Court a- 
gainst the aggressors , Velish aga, his son, two nefews 
and companions was going on very slowly,and this, on account 
of the great influence enjoyed by sai@ Velish aga in That 
semi-barbarian region.Consequently, the Governor General, 
and the Attorney General of Aleppo were interviewéad seve- 
ral times by the Vice Consul who: complained against the 
proceedings of the Kefertherin justice and the partiality 
shown in favor of Velish aga and his satellites , and in- 
sisted that drders be given to have the whole files of the 
suit sent to Aleppo for close and impartial examination. 
It was complied with the request of the Consulate, and 
the documents in question have arrived and referred to the 
Competent Tribunal, here, on May 27, 1910,’ which will decide 


upon 


Re 

upon the character of the case to be either misdeamenor or 
crime; in the latter event the trial would take place here 
and the Cemeulet-represented at the hearing. 

On May 20th, 1910, a telegram was sent by this Consu- 
late to the Embassy describing the situation » and reques~ 
ting that strong recommendations be sent to the Governor 
General and Attorney General , here, urging them to act 


more energetically in the premises. 


May 27 and 28, 1910.-This Consualte transmitted to the lo- 
cal authorities three protests addressed by The Mac Andrews 
& Forbes Company against Velfé#h aga, Mohammet Hgkki, and 
Shakir Fanza, respectively, all three documents for the 
protection of the interests of the said Company. 


INTERVENTION IN FAVOR OF THE SINGER MANUFACTURING GO, 

May 28, 1910. A petition of The Singer Mfg. Go. has been 
addressed ,today,to the local authorities, in regard to an 
aggression sustained by one of their clerkswhile attending 
to his work. 


Aleppo, Syria, June, 8, 1910, 


Americafi Vice & Deputy Consul. 


osx 


G , 3,149 10. 
AchsA Gar m 


DEPARTMENT O72 STATR, 


CGNMUG 2 1610 Y 'FILE 


win GRRE, L | EY. 


AMERICAN CONSULATE, 


No. 134. 


Aleppo, Syrie, July 6 »19Qo0- 


SuBuect: Awekia case. Administrative conditions 


in the Vilayet of Aleppo, Syria. 
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THE HONORABLE 


\°8 


| 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Sir: 


any 


CHES <4 ‘ony 


I have the honor to herewith submit cony of despatch 
No.95,addressed today to the Enbussy,with reference to 


the development of the Awakia case and the Administrati- 


ve conditions in this Consular district. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ae 


American Vice & Deputy Consul. 


Mnelosure: 


Copy of despatch No.93 from the Aleppo Consulate 


to the Embassy at Constantinople. 


Received JUL 18 1616 


- AMERICAN CONSULATE, * $78 


Aleppo, Syria, July 6, 1910. 
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SUBJROT: Awalia Case. Adminiatrative coniitions 


"in the Vileyet of Aleppo, Syrin. 


The Honorable 
" Owoar 8. Streas, 
American Ambaseator Extraordinary & ULenipotentiony, 
Oonrtantinople. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Embescy's Inntrnctions of June lth, 2920, tn relation 
to the Awakie affair, and beg to herewith enclose copy 
of a takrir adé@reneed this morning to I. B. the Gover+ 
nor General of Aleppo on the same subject. | 

The Viee Consul, who paid at the mame time vieit 
to the Vali, complained of the apathy shown until now 
by the Herem authorities dy not complying with the ine- 
truetions given to them ‘fron the Vilayet sinoe May 27, 
(ola style), to the effect to arrest ani send, unier 
escort, to Aleppo, Ahmet Agha, son of Welish Agha, the 
oriminal oharecter of themes. ofdhmduring the assault 
mate agninet She enpjmwes ef the Bae Anhrous h Forbes & 
Company was established by the Aleppo examining Tribunal. 
His Exeelleney aesurea the Viee Consul that on the 4th 
instant he sent a very strong telegram to the Kainakan 
of Herem threatening him of diomineal in the event Ahmet 


Agha 


Agha werevBdon apprehentejand brought to Aleppo for trial. 
The Vali promised to seni, today, © confixmation of hie 
instructions to the Kaimekam of Herem ani to order, aleo, 
the Kaimakeam of Killie to make the necessary researches 
in his dietriot to find the whoreabouts ef Ahmet Agha,y) | 
having been reported to the Vilayet that the latter fled 
there for refnge among the Kurds, 

the Governor General, confidentially, complained 
bitterly of the status of thinge anc said that a Vali is 
now #0 tied by the Central Government that hic power be« 
| Gomes Very limtted and with tho best will in the world he 
oan not fulfil his fonctione as he wisheng that, shelter} 
ing themselves behind the Constitution, the officials of 
the Government have heacne arrogant , especially those 
of the Department of JMetice who continnally receive ing- 
truetions from the Ministry of Juetioe to prevent any 
interferones of the Vali in the Courts. Hie Dxoelleney, 
who if a Srigaiier-Genersl] and belongs to the Committe of 
Union ani Progreee and wae cne of the firet to proeleim 
the Constitutional Government, seema to be tired of the 
behevior of thé provent Government and has lately soli« 
gited to retéve and hopes that the Minmdety of War will 
asoept hie request, 

Thie Conenlete will keep the Embassy timely in~ 

formed of the development of the Awakai oaae. 


I have tho honor to be; Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Anerican Vise t : 
Enolorure: oputy Gongal;. 


As above stated. 


Misc. No. I 74, 
AMBRIGAN CONSULAZE , 


Alep, le 6 Juillet 1910. 


SUJET: Le Cas ad’ Awakia. 


Monsieur le Gouverneur Général, 


Me réferant a l'incident d'Awakia et a 
la correspondance et nombreux entretiens verbaux aux- 
quels cette affaire a donndé lieu entre ce Consulat 
et l'honorable Vilayet, j'ai l'honneur de rappeler & 
la considération de Votre Excellence que, apres examen 
du dossier de l'ineident dont il s'agit, le Tribunal 
de Mise en Accusations (Ethamié) du Vilayet avait 
ratifie le decret du Tribunal de lére Instance de 
Herem, imputant au nomme Welséh agha comme oriminelle 
la part qu'il avait prise dans l'attaque faite contre 
les employes de la Mac Andrews & Forbes Company. En 
consequence, le 2&7 Mai, 326, la dite ratification a- 
vait ete communiquee au Tribumma’ de Herem avec injonc- 
tion d'envoyer a Alep, sous escorte, le dit Ahmet agha 
afin d'etre juge par le Tribunal competent. 

Je regrette cde constater que, quoique 27 
jours se soient depuis passes et en depit des ordres 
reiteres donnes set effet par le Vilayet, le dit cri- 
minel reste toujours en liberte dans son village et ce 
an grand détriment des intérets de la Mac Andrews & For- 
bes Company qui, sans qu'une punition meritee et exem- 
plaire soit infligee a ses agresseurs, se trouve dans 


1'impossibilite de continuer son exploitation dans la 
region 


aR. 
region de 1’Amouk ou elle a des sommes considérables 
@ngageés. 

Votre Excellence étant bien penetree de la 
gravite de l'affaire, voudre bien faire mettre terme 
& la-begligence que les Autorités de Herem sembient 
mettre en cette circonstance, en donnant des ordres 
tres severes et poremptoires our l'arrestation imme- 
diate de Welish agha zade Ahmet Agha et son envoi, 
sous escorte, a Alep, suivant la decisions des Tribu- 
naux compétents. 

Veuillez, je vous prie, agreer, Monsieur 
le Gouverneur General, les assurances de ma tros haute 


estime et de ma considération la plus distinguee. 
Le Gerant du Consulat a'Amerique, 


Signed: Lorenzo Y. Manachy. 


SON EXCELLENCE 
LE GENERAL FAHRI PACHA, 
GOUVERNEUR GENERAL DU VILAYET, 
& & & 
ALEP. 


1/ 


AMERICAN EMBASSY, 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 
July 20, +r 


The Honorable 


The Secretary of State, 
Washington. ‘ 


Si 2-3 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your circular instruction of June 22nd, (Pile No, 24298), 
requesting the transmission to the Department of a list 
giving the names and dates of appointment of the members 
of the present Cabinet of the Government. . 

The present Cabinet of the Government, known as 
the Cabinet of Hakki Pasha, was formed on the 12th of Jane 
uary 1910. Several of the Ministers of the present Cabinet 
were in the former Cabinet of which Husséin Hilmi Pasha was 
the Premier or Grand Vizier. I attach hereto a list of the 


Cabinet as at present constituted, 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant. 


Enclosure: As above. Thin t K awh 


Enclosure to Despatoh No. 216. 


List of the Members of the present 
Turkish Cabinet. 


Ibrahim Hakki Pasha, Grand Vizier. 


Moussa Kiazim Effendi, Sheik-ul-Islam; (succeeded to 
Husséin Husni Effendi on July 12, 1910.) 


Ali Haidar Bey, Minister of the Evcaf. 


Nedjm-ed-din Bey, Minister of Justice and Public 
Worship and President of the Council of State. 


Rifaat Pasha, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Talaat Bey, Minister of the Interior. 

General Mahmoud Shevket Pasha, Minister of War, 
Djavid Bey, Minister of Finances. 


General Mememmed Salih Pasha, Minister of Marine}; 
(succeeded to Admiral Halil Pasha on June 13, 1910.) 


Emrullah Effendi, Minister of Public Instruction. 
Halladjian Bffendi, Minister of Commerce and Public Works. 


Mavrocordato Bffendi, Minister of Forests and Mines and 
Agriculture. 
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DIVISION OF 


AMeloniki, Turkey, July 28, 1910. 
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SuBJECT: Celebrating the 234 of July. — 


THE HONORABLE 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


‘Qala 


Oét 6t bnv 


’ 
Sir: 


I have the honor to report that on the 234 of the 
present month I attended the celebration of the Third Anniver- 
sary of the Proclamation of the Constitution in Turkey, in the 
morning, and a reception given by the Committee of "Union and 
Progress" in the afternoon. 

The celebration of this event here resembles the 
Fourth of July in America. Patriotic speeches were made, there 
were evolutions of the various branches of the army, and illu- 
minations and fireworks in the evening. Considerable enthusiasm 
seemed to prevail, end one observed many women and children 
touching off firecrackers, Roman Candles etc, in the streets. 

I enclose herewith editorials from two of the prin- 
cipal papers here, with translations, one of which voices pret- 
ty faithfully the aspirations and dreams of the so-called "Young 
Turk® party; while the other reveals the discoritent of a certain 
faction of the Turks themselves, as also of other important e- 
lements of the population of the country. 


From 


Prom these it will be seen that there are serious for- 
ces of discord at work in the Turkish Bupire today, and that 
the New Regime will only realise its dreams, if it ever reali- 
ses them, after removing obstacles that are built into the very 
foundations of the State. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


, i ae 


Consul. 


Buclosures: 
ai-fpfevens from the “Nea Alithia",in duplicate,with transla- 


from “Ia. de Salonique", in 4 t 
2: Clipping PA - Progres que", uplicate, 


Central File: Decimal File 867.00, Internal Affairs Of States, Turkey, Political Affairs., January 24th, 1910 - February 27, 1913. 
January 24, 1910 - February 27, 1913. MS Turkey: Records of the U.S. Department of State, 1802-1949: Records of the 
Department of State Relating to Internal Affairs of Turkey, 1910-1929. National Archives (United States). Archives 
Unbound, link.gale.com/apps/doc/SC5111491762/GDSC?u=uagm&sid=GDSC&xid=6387bdd5 &pg=106. Accessed 10 
May 2021. 


